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Author Shane Butler tells the story of how Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) was
established in Ireland - the first European country to start an AA group - in 1946,
and how it gradually came to establish itself as a mainstream Irish institution, the
need for which has become clearer as alcohol consumption levels increase. AA is
described as a hybrid institution, straddling healthcare and religion, and the book
looks in detail at how early Irish members negotiated working relationships with
the mental health system and the dominant Catholic Church. The book also
focuses on AA's commitment to the avoidance of conventional, organizational
management systems, involving clearly-identified leaders and top-down
instructions for front-line members. The survival of AA in Ireland, as elsewhere,
is attributed primarily to the fact that it has remained firmly outside of alcohol
politics, seeing itself as a 'fellowship' which exists only to help individuals who
seek its help in relation to their own powerlessness over alcohol. It is recognized,
paradoxically, that AA in Ireland could not have negotiated such a smooth entry
to this country without the energies and skills of its early leaders, and this book
documents the activities of these leaders who - with the assistance of AA in the
United States - strategically managed the fellowship's establishment in a
potentially hostile environment.
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Author Shane Butler tells the story of how Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) was established in Ireland - the first
European country to start an AA group - in 1946, and how it gradually came to establish itself as a
mainstream Irish institution, the need for which has become clearer as alcohol consumption levels increase.
AA is described as a hybrid institution, straddling healthcare and religion, and the book looks in detail at
how early Irish members negotiated working relationships with the mental health system and the dominant
Catholic Church. The book also focuses on AA's commitment to the avoidance of conventional,
organizational management systems, involving clearly-identified leaders and top-down instructions for front-
line members. The survival of AA in Ireland, as elsewhere, is attributed primarily to the fact that it has
remained firmly outside of alcohol politics, seeing itself as a 'fellowship' which exists only to help
individuals who seek its help in relation to their own powerlessness over alcohol. It is recognized,
paradoxically, that AA in Ireland could not have negotiated such a smooth entry to this country without the
energies and skills of its early leaders, and this book documents the activities of these leaders who - with the
assistance of AA in the United States - strategically managed the fellowship's establishment in a potentially
hostile environment.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Shane Butler is Professor of Classics at Johns Hopkins University and the author of "The Matter of the Page:
Essays in Search of Ancient and Medieval Authors".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Capps:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Benign Anarchy:
Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland to read.

Shad Broussard:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Benign Anarchy:
Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Irelandis the one of several
books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Duane Coley:

Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics
Anonymous in Ireland yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.



Marie Miles:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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