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Character without conflict makes Jack Nicholson a dull boy. These two
screenwriting essentials are inextricably linked, and in Character & Conflict,
Mark Axelrod reveals how to integrate them in a new and refreshing way.

Starting with general principles, Character & Conflict takes you step by step
through every aspect of generating compelling characters and gripping conflicts.
Alluding to the work of Joseph Campbell and others, Axelrod offers extensive
insight into:

how a character's arc must progress●

how conflict shapes and is shaped by character●

how archetypes facilitate character creation and growth●

how rites of passage and other plot devices help conflict arise.●

Unlike in other screenwriting texts, whose authors tend to offer brief examples to
support their assertions, Axelrod bores deeply into the scripts of such feature
films as Amelie, Good Will Hunting, and Driven, revealing how to craft-and how
not to craft-rounded characters as well as the crises that bring them together or
set them at odds.

With exercises that sharpen the skills of both beginning and advanced writers,
examples that pull back the curtains on the writing process, plus Axelrod's
theories and experience-honed advice, reading Character & Conflict is like
taking an advanced seminar in screenwriting, without ever having to leave your
writing desk.
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Character without conflict makes Jack Nicholson a dull boy. These two screenwriting essentials are
inextricably linked, and in Character & Conflict, Mark Axelrod reveals how to integrate them in a new and
refreshing way.

Starting with general principles, Character & Conflict takes you step by step through every aspect of
generating compelling characters and gripping conflicts. Alluding to the work of Joseph Campbell and
others, Axelrod offers extensive insight into:

how a character's arc must progress●

how conflict shapes and is shaped by character●

how archetypes facilitate character creation and growth●

how rites of passage and other plot devices help conflict arise.●

Unlike in other screenwriting texts, whose authors tend to offer brief examples to support their assertions,
Axelrod bores deeply into the scripts of such feature films as Amelie, Good Will Hunting, and Driven,
revealing how to craft-and how not to craft-rounded characters as well as the crises that bring them together
or set them at odds.

With exercises that sharpen the skills of both beginning and advanced writers, examples that pull back the
curtains on the writing process, plus Axelrod's theories and experience-honed advice, reading Character &
Conflict is like taking an advanced seminar in screenwriting, without ever having to leave your writing desk.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Mark Axelrod is Professor of Comparative Literature and English at Chapman University in Orange,
California. He is also a practicing screenwriter whose work has been honored by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, the Sundance Institute, and the Writers Guild, East. He has both conducted
screenwriting workshops and taught screenwriting throughout the U.S., Europe, and Latin America. He is the
author of two other books with Heinemann on screenwriting, Character and Conflict (2004) and Aspects of
the Screenplay (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Character and Conflict: The Cornerstones of
Screenwriting will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Jerrod Spicher:

The book Character and Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Catherine Stevenson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Character and Conflict: The
Cornerstones of Screenwriting that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Character and
Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting become your starter.



Philip Martin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Character and Conflict: The
Cornerstones of Screenwriting or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Character and Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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