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Harry Gensler’s Ethics introduces undergraduates to the main issues in
contemporary moral philosophy. It also relates these issues to practical
controversies, with special attention paid to racism, moral education, and
abortion. It gives a practical method for thinking about moral issues, a method
based largely on the golden rule.

Key Features:
• Serves as either the sole textbook for a lower-level introduction to ethics/moral
philosophy course or a supplementary text for a more advanced undergraduate
ethics course
• Provides clear, direct writing throughout, making each chapter easily accessible
for an engaged undergraduate
• Offers a philosophically rigorous presentation of the golden rule
• Includes helpful study aids, including: bolded technical terms, boxes for key
ideas, chapter summaries, suggested readings, and a glossary/index

Key additions to the Second Edition:
• A new chapter on virtue ethics, which deals with Aristotle, Plato, and related
controversies
• A new chapter on natural law theory, which deals with Aquinas, double effect,
sexual morality, and related controversies
• A significantly revised chapter on the golden rule, which is now much clearer
on certain key points
• A significantly revised chapter on nonconsequentialism, which now has
expanded coverage of human rights, libertarianism, and socialism, and uses the
right to health care as a case example
• An expanded bibliography
• A new appendix that overviews key books students will want to pursue upon
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completing Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction, Second Edition
• A rewritten instructional program, EthiCola, which is now much easier to
download and use and has (for students) revised exercises for each chapter and
(for instructors) a score-processing program, class slides, and instructor’s
manual.  This can be found on the book’s companion website:
http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/gensler.
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Key additions to the Second Edition:
• A new chapter on virtue ethics, which deals with Aristotle, Plato, and related controversies
• A new chapter on natural law theory, which deals with Aquinas, double effect, sexual morality, and related
controversies
• A significantly revised chapter on the golden rule, which is now much clearer on certain key points
• A significantly revised chapter on nonconsequentialism, which now has expanded coverage of human
rights, libertarianism, and socialism, and uses the right to health care as a case example
• An expanded bibliography
• A new appendix that overviews key books students will want to pursue upon completing Ethics: A
Contemporary Introduction, Second Edition
• A rewritten instructional program, EthiCola, which is now much easier to download and use and has (for
students) revised exercises for each chapter and (for instructors) a score-processing program, class slides,
and instructor’s manual.  This can be found on the book’s companion website:
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Editorial Review

Review

"There have been many introductions to ethics but none comes close to the clarity and student-
friendliness that characterize Gensler’s Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction. The content is not only
informative but also a pleasure to read. Gensler’s resourcefulness keeps producing engaging questions
that hold the reader’s attention from cover to cover. Thoroughly researched and rigorously argued,
this revised and amplified second edition will prove very valuable to lecturers of ethics and students
for many years to come."–Louis Caruana, S.J., Reader in Philosophy, Heythrop College, University of
London

“Gensler's Ethics affords a concise and coherent account of the most significant frameworks of ethical
thinking in contemporary ethics. It also offers readers a consistent and rigorous mode of analysis of
each position. The text is replete with study questions and bibliographical resources. This second
edition also adds a helpful new section on virtue ethics.”–James Swindal, Associate Professor and Chair
of Philosophy, Duquesne University

About the Author
Harry J. Gensler, S.J., is Professor of Philosophy at John Carroll University in Cleveland. Some of his other
books include Formal Ethics (1996), Ethics: Contemporary Readings (2004), Anthology of Catholic
Philosophy (2005), Historical Dictionary of Logic (2006), Historical Dictionary of Ethics (2008), and
Introduction to Logic, Second Edition (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Wright:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Introductions to
Philosophy).

David McCabe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction



(Routledge Contemporary Introductions to Philosophy), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Miguel Lynch:

The book untitled Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Introductions to
Philosophy) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Norbert Walling:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Introductions to Philosophy) we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Ethics:
A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Introductions to Philosophy). You can more
appealing than now.
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