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Since Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi published the groundbreaking Flow more than a
decade ago, world leaders such as Tony Blair and former President Clinton, and
influential sports figures like Super Bowl champion coach Jimmy Johnson have
all been inspired by the book. In today's corporate upheaval, a new business
paradigm is evolving. While many CEOs are being exposed for their greed, truly
visionary leaders believe in a goal that benefits themselves as well as others.
They realize that it is their vision and "soul" that attract loyal employees willing
to go above and beyond the call of corporate duty. And their employees are
realizing the same thing: while 80 percent of adults claim they'd work even if
they didn't have to, the majority of them can hardly wait to leave their jobs and
get home.

Good Business starts with the premise that this is an age in which business and
work have replaced religion and politics as central forces in contemporary life.
The book reveals how business leaders, managers, and even employees can find
their "flow" and contribute not only to their own happiness, but also to a just and
evolving society. It identifies the factors crucial to the operation of a good
business: trust, the commitment to fostering the personal growth of employees,
and the dedication to creating a product that helps mankind. Good Business is
sure to become a must-read text for anyone who values the positive contributions
of individuals in the changing world of business.
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Since Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi published the groundbreaking Flow more than a decade ago, world leaders
such as Tony Blair and former President Clinton, and influential sports figures like Super Bowl champion
coach Jimmy Johnson have all been inspired by the book. In today's corporate upheaval, a new business
paradigm is evolving. While many CEOs are being exposed for their greed, truly visionary leaders believe in
a goal that benefits themselves as well as others. They realize that it is their vision and "soul" that attract
loyal employees willing to go above and beyond the call of corporate duty. And their employees are realizing
the same thing: while 80 percent of adults claim they'd work even if they didn't have to, the majority of them
can hardly wait to leave their jobs and get home.

Good Business starts with the premise that this is an age in which business and work have replaced religion
and politics as central forces in contemporary life. The book reveals how business leaders, managers, and
even employees can find their "flow" and contribute not only to their own happiness, but also to a just and
evolving society. It identifies the factors crucial to the operation of a good business: trust, the commitment to
fostering the personal growth of employees, and the dedication to creating a product that helps mankind.
Good Business is sure to become a must-read text for anyone who values the positive contributions of
individuals in the changing world of business.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi's definition of leadership, the personal is political. The best-selling
author of Flow interviewed several dozen exemplary CEOs whose wisdom provides the radical job
description of the book’s premise: "Leaders must make it possible for employees to work with joy, to their
heart’s content, while responding to the needs of society." Csikszentmihalyi leverages his definition of
"flow"—-the capacity for full engagement in an activity—-to create a blueprint for a workplace in which
bringing out the best in workers comes before products and profit. When leaders select and reward
employees who find satisfaction at work, they can create an upwardly moral organization.

In this view, leadership is a privilege that requires checking ego in the coatroom and peering into the mirror
to ask tough questions. For example, "How do I determine if something is right or wrong?" Or, "What is my
business doing to benefit human well being?" He offers some inspiring stories from leaders who engage
employees to go with the flow, including Body Shop CEO Anita Roddick, Patagonia crown prince Yvon
Chouinard, and media mogul Ted Turner. Some of Csikszentmihalyi’s advice will sound familiar. Yet he
creates a compellingly fresh vision of good business in both a material and spiritual sense. Ultimately, the
success of this book lies in its powerful, non-flaky ability to define corporate soul in terms of a company
becoming a stakeholder in an entity larger than itself.--Barbara Mackoff

From Publishers Weekly
Asking business leaders to turn a profit in this climate is tough enough, but psychologist Csikszentmihalyi
challenges them to do something even tougher: make people happy. The author first explored flow, the
enjoyment felt when an individual is focused on a complex task, in 1991's bestselling Flow: The Psychology
of Optimal Experience, and he has often returned to the subject (The Evolving Self; Creativity; etc.). Now he
wants to show business leaders how to foster flow and use their psychic energy to enhance the happiness of
their employees, customers and even themselves. The advice book offers predictable but sound guidance to
business leaders: know oneself, set clear goals for employees and consider the consequences of business
decisions. Insightful quotes from figures like Aristotle, Dante Alighieri and John Locke provide some
historical grounding, but mostly the author focuses on how modern businesses motivate employees and
contribute to the common good. By conducting extensive interviews, the author collects the secrets of
successful business leaders, including the Body Shop CEO Anita Roddick; McDonald's chairman and CEO
Jack Greenberg; and AOL Time Warner's Ted Turner. Roddick, for example, says that looking at company's
lavatories and cafeteria can reveal a lot about a firm's corporate culture and the happiness of its employees. If
a firm fails to create a clean, healthy environment for its workers, it probably isn't doing much good.
Csikszentmihalyi shows how moral responsibility, respect for the environment and clean bathrooms can
make a business good and the whole world better.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The noted psychologist aims to put some Flow into our workday lives.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Donald Farrell:

This Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the Making of Meaning are usually reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the
Making of Meaning can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the Making of Meaning forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Suzanne Crider:

This Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the Making of Meaning is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Good Business:
Leadership, Flow, and the Making of Meaning can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Marylouise Potter:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the Making of
Meaning. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Brian Scheele:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the
Making of Meaning or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Good Business: Leadership, Flow, and the Making of Meaning to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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