e meeonenos QN YOUr Mark: Challenging the Conventions

OF GRADING AND REPORTING

ON YOUR of Grading and Reporting - a book for K-12
MARK assessment policies and practices

By Thomas R. Guskey

|
Read Online ©

On Your Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - a
book for K-12 assessment policies and practices By Thomas R. Guskey

On Your Mark asserts the need to align grading and reporting practices to truly
reflect what students are learning in K 12 classrooms. The changes this book
outlines might be controversial adjusting any system that has been in place for
centuries will cause tension yet we owe it to our students to make sure grades
accurately communicate their progress and help them improve. Rather than
continuing down the wrong path out of delusion, fear, or tradition, we must use
research to boldly move forward and better serve our students.

The chaptersfirst present changes that K 12 teachers and administrators can
accomplish with amodest effort. They then lead up to the larger undertakings
that demand a significant transformation of grading practices. Specifically,
chapter 1 guides readers as they clarify the purpose of grades and craft avision
statement that aligns with this purpose. In chapters 2 and 3, readers will question
the accuracy of percentage grades, plus and minus grades, and half-grade
increments. Chapter 4 disputes grade distribution, such as curving grades, and
highlights this practice s flaws. Chapter 5 examines class ranking and offers
aternatives, and chapter 6 examines the practice of assigning a single letter grade
to reflect a student s quarter or semester progress for a given subject. Readers
will scrutinize mathematical algorithms and other practices that render grading
inaccurate in chapters 7 and 8. Finally, Guskey closes the book with a summary
of hiskey points.

K 12 teachers and administrators will:

-Question traditional grading and reporting and seek more accurate practices

-ldentify the purpose of grading and make sure school and classroom visions,
practices, and policies support it
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-Implement research-based grading and reporting practices that promote
accurate, useful accounts of student learning

-Understand why traditional practices, such as grading on the curve and offering
plus or minus grades, don t fully report students academic performance to
stakeholders

-Examine their own grading and reporting policies and make sure they support
students, parents, and other stakeholders

Contents

1 Define the Purpose of Grades

2 Challenge the Use of Percentage Grades

3 Challenge Plus and Minus and Half-Grade Increments

4 Challenge Bell-Shaped Grade Distributions

5 Challenge the Computation of Class Rank

6 Challenge the Use of a Single Grade

7 Challenge the Use of Mathematical Algorithms

8 Challenge Practices That Confound the Meaning of Grades
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On Your Mark asserts the need to align grading and reporting practices to truly reflect what students are
learning in K 12 classrooms. The changes this book outlines might be controversial adjusting any system that
has been in place for centuries will cause tension yet we owe it to our students to make sure grades
accurately communicate their progress and help them improve. Rather than continuing down the wrong path
out of delusion, fear, or tradition, we must use research to boldly move forward and better serve our students.

The chaptersfirst present changesthat K 12 teachers and administrators can accomplish with a modest effort.
They then lead up to the larger undertakings that demand a significant transformation of grading practices.
Specifically, chapter 1 guides readers as they clarify the purpose of grades and craft a vision statement that
aligns with this purpose. In chapters 2 and 3, readers will question the accuracy of percentage grades, plus
and minus grades, and half-grade increments. Chapter 4 disputes grade distribution, such as curving grades,
and highlights this practice s flaws. Chapter 5 examines class ranking and offers alternatives, and chapter 6
examines the practice of assigning a single letter grade to reflect a student s quarter or semester progress for
agiven subject. Readers will scrutinize mathematical algorithms and other practices that render grading
inaccurate in chapters 7 and 8. Finally, Guskey closes the book with a summary of his key points.

K 12 teachers and administrators will:
-Question traditional grading and reporting and seek more accurate practices

-Identify the purpose of grading and make sure school and classroom visions, practices, and policies support
it

-Implement research-based grading and reporting practices that promote accurate, useful accounts of student
learning

-Understand why traditional practices, such as grading on the curve and offering plus or minus grades, don t
fully report students academic performance to stakeholders

-Examine their own grading and reporting policies and make sure they support students, parents, and other
stakeholders
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Editorial Review
Review

Traditional grading and reporting processes are inadequate at best, and, as Tom Guskey makes so clear in
this unflinching treatise on the need for reform, at their worst they are meaningless, unreliable, and harmful
to students and their learning. Dr. Guskey presents clear arguments and research-based evidence that
challenge conventional approachesto grading. He also proposes bold but feasible methods that can make
grading fairer, more accurate, and more meaningful. Hislogic isimpeccable, and his recommendations
practical. Teachers, professors, and school leaders can find here defensible approaches to grading and
reporting that can actually support student learning and motivation rather than undermineit.”

--Heidi G. Andrade, Associate Professor, Department of Educational and Counseling Psychology, School of
Education, University at Albany, State University of New Y ork

In this brilliant book, Tom Guskey takes on one of the most controversial issuesin education: grading. With
more than two decades of evidence along with the practical insight of ateacher and parent, Guskey considers
the arguments about grading and provides practical answers for parents, students, teachers, administrators,
and board members. If our common ground is finding educational practices that cause the best results for
student achievement, then this powerful and practical book will lead the way."

--Douglas B. Reeves, Ph.D.; Founder, The Center for Successful Leadership; Author, Elements of Grading

Guskey gives us not only a masterful synthesis of what s known about grading, but also a powerful pleafor
educators to do battle with America s student-harmful grading practices. Hisrationaleis clear, his arguments
are persuasive, and his call to battle is almost irresistible.”

--W. James Popham, Professor Emeritus, UCLA
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and board members. If our common ground is finding educational practices that cause the best results for
student achievement, then this powerful and practical book will lead the way."
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
ConnieKing:

This book untitled On Y our Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - abook for K-12
assessment policies and practices to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereis no



reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Nikki Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
On Your Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - a book for K-12 assessment
policies and practices your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The
On Your Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - a book for K-12 assessment
policies and practices giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but aso giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern hereis your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

David Cain:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping On Y our Mark: Challenging
the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - abook for K-12 assessment policies and practices that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
On Your Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - a book for K-12 assessment
policies and practices become your own starter.

Michad Walker:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of On Y our Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and
Reporting - abook for K-12 assessment policies and practices can give you alot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. Thiskind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have On Y our Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting - a book for K-
12 assessment policies and practices.
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