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Tao isan outcast. Unlike the great hunters of his clan, Tao does not want to kill
the wild bears or woolly mammoths of the hunt. Instead he wants only to paint
them. But only Chosen Ones can be cave painters. What's more, Volt, the clan
leader, violently despises Tap. And when the other clan members discover Tao's
secret talent, they cast him out into the wilderness alone. There, he befriends a
wild wolf dog named Ram, and the mysterious Graybeard, who teaches him the
true secret of the hunt.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Strongly reminiscent of Ann Turner's recent Time of the Bison , thistoo is a beautifully written story about
an artistic prehistoric boy. Adopted as an infant by the kind old woman Kala, Tao does not know his father.
His mother, Kalatells him, gave him his gift for seeing beauty"the thing that makes you different from
others." Determined to paint, despite the taboo against it, Tao is gradually cast from the clan. Now on the
outside, he begins to view their superstitions skeptically: demons do not dwell in the forbidden slough, after
al; and the wolf dog, Ram, despised by the clan, becomes Tao's devoted friend. Thisis an exciting,
fabulously descriptive story set against violent times. Denzel's knowledge of the Stone Age enhances the
action; moreover, with his tender, somewhat melancholy insights into ostracism and loyalty, he transcends
the period. Ages 8-12.

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Grade 4-8 Set 18,000 years ago in prehistoric France, thisis the story of a 14-year-old boy who longsto be a
cave painter. Thisis forbidden, however, because Tao is not a Chosen Onehe's atribal outcast with a
crippled foot and no father to claim him. Forced into isolation by the superstitious leader, he befriends a wolf
dog, Ram (another taboo), and the shaman, Greybeard, who teaches him to paint. When the tribe discovers
this, they pit him against Saxon, the sacred bull. Tao is developed sympathetically, but his handicap isreally
aplot deviceto set up the central problem, for he has aready overcome its physical drawbacks; it isthe
taboos and biases of his people over which he must triumph. The emotional connections between Tao and
important minor characters are not conveyed strongly enough for readers to become involved and care. The
motivations of the shaman are not always clear, and the cynicism he displays toward Tao smacks too much
of amodern person sneering at savages, preventing readers from being swept up in the possible mindset of
those who could believe in magic. There is no mystical wonderment at creation so beautifully evoked in Ann
Turner's Time of the Bison (Macmillan, 1987). The taming of the wild dog is not as convincing as in Pryor's
Seth of the Lion People (Morrow, 1988), which handles similar plot elements with more satisfying results,
although both books occasionally use jarring anachronismsin their language. Despite its flaws, this book is
interesting enough to introduce middle-graders to historical fiction. The superb cover will attract children,
and, while the plot resolution seems alittle forced, the exciting high points and the convincing setting will
draw readers through. Annette Curtis Klause, Montgomery County Department of Public Libraries, Md.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Justin Denzel has been intrigued with history and caves for many years. As ayoung man he worked at the
American Museum of Natural History, where he studied prehistoric cultures. Later, while training for the
Army in the days before World War 1, he explored the mammoth underground caves of Tennessee.

Mr. Denzel's first professional writing experience came in Alaska, where he wrote and edited a periodical,
The Alaskan. During World War |1 he wrote for Nature magazine and for Stars and Stripes.

Mr. Denzel isthe author of many books for young readers, including the well-loved Boy of the Painted
Cave, published in 1988 by Philomel. He livesin Clifton, New Jersey, with his wife, Josephine.

copyright © 2000 by Penguin Putnam Books for Y oung Readers. All rights reserved.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Joy:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a
lot more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking
at abook can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Boy of the
Painted Cave book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gary Lane:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Boy of the Painted Cave that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for al of you who wantsto
become success person. So, for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The
Boy of the Painted Cave become your personal starter.

Rodney Wilson:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will
see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is The Boy of the Painted Cave this book consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld
now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Thisiswhy
this book acceptable all of you.

Anthony Moss:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Boy of the Painted Cave or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Boy of the Painted
Cave to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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