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Where does today's English come from? This new edition of the bestseller by
Charles Barber tells the story of the language from its remote ancestry to the
present day. In response to demand from readers, a brand new chapter on late
modern English has been added for this edition. Using dozens of familiar texts,
including the English of King Alfred, Chaucer, Shakespeare, and Addison, the
book tells you everything you need to know about the English language, where it
came from and where it's going to. This edition adds new material on English as
a global language and explains the differences between the main varieties of
English around the world. Clear explanations of linguistic ideas and terms make
it the ideal introduction for students on courses in English language and
linguistics, and for all readers fascinated by language.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Charles Barber was formerly Reader in English Language and Literature at the University of Leeds. He died
in 2000.

Joan C. Beal is Professor of English Language in the School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics
at the University of Sheffield.

Philip A. Shaw is Lecturer in Old and Middle English in the School of English Literature, Language and
Linguistics at the University of Sheffield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cara Fultz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The English Language: A Historical Introduction
(Cambridge Approaches to Linguistics).

Amy Zambrano:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be The English Language: A Historical Introduction (Cambridge Approaches to Linguistics).

Ira Atwood:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The English Language: A Historical Introduction (Cambridge
Approaches to Linguistics) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your



reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kevin Dobson:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The English Language: A Historical
Introduction (Cambridge Approaches to Linguistics) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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