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Since the end of the draft, the U.S. Army has prided itself on its patriotic
volunteers who heed the call to “Be All That You Can Be.” But beneath the
recruitment slogans, the army promised volunteers something more tangible: a
social safety net including medical and dental care, education, child care,
financial counseling, housing assistance, legal services, and other privileges that
had long been reserved for career soldiers. The Rise of the Military Welfare State
examines how the U.S. Army’s extension of benefits to enlisted men and women
created a military welfare system of unprecedented size and scope.

America’s all-volunteer army took shape in the 1970s, in the wake of widespread
opposition to the draft. Abandoning compulsory conscription, it wrestled with
how to attract and retain soldiers?a task made more difficult by the military’s
plummeting prestige after Vietnam. The army solved the problem, Jennifer
Mittelstadt shows, by promising to take care of its own?the more than ten million
Americans who volunteered for active duty after 1973 and their families. While
the United States dismantled its civilian welfare system in the 1980s and 1990s,
army benefits continued to expand.

Yet not everyone was pleased by programs that, in their view, encouraged
dependency, infantilized soldiers, and feminized the institution. Fighting to
outsource and privatize the army’s “socialist” system and to reinforce “self-
reliance” among American soldiers, opponents rolled back some of the military
welfare state’s signature achievements, even as a new era of war began.
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Since the end of the draft, the U.S. Army has prided itself on its patriotic volunteers who heed the call to “Be
All That You Can Be.” But beneath the recruitment slogans, the army promised volunteers something more
tangible: a social safety net including medical and dental care, education, child care, financial counseling,
housing assistance, legal services, and other privileges that had long been reserved for career soldiers. The
Rise of the Military Welfare State examines how the U.S. Army’s extension of benefits to enlisted men and
women created a military welfare system of unprecedented size and scope.

America’s all-volunteer army took shape in the 1970s, in the wake of widespread opposition to the draft.
Abandoning compulsory conscription, it wrestled with how to attract and retain soldiers?a task made more
difficult by the military’s plummeting prestige after Vietnam. The army solved the problem, Jennifer
Mittelstadt shows, by promising to take care of its own?the more than ten million Americans who
volunteered for active duty after 1973 and their families. While the United States dismantled its civilian
welfare system in the 1980s and 1990s, army benefits continued to expand.

Yet not everyone was pleased by programs that, in their view, encouraged dependency, infantilized soldiers,
and feminized the institution. Fighting to outsource and privatize the army’s “socialist” system and to
reinforce “self-reliance” among American soldiers, opponents rolled back some of the military welfare
state’s signature achievements, even as a new era of war began.
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Editorial Review

Review
Jennifer Mittelstadt offers a disturbing view of the armed forces as a high-value target in political clashes
over public assistance… Politicians have pitted the military against civilians in the battle over social benefits,
while barely attending to the needs of service members and their families. (Martha Saxton The Nation 2016-
01-04)

The Rise of the Military Welfare State is a thought-provoking examination of growing U.S. militarism and
the economic costs of the transition from a conscripted to an all-volunteer (or all-mercenary) force. It will
interest policy-makers, military professionals, and, not least, the taxpayers who have subsidized American
military endeavors over the past forty years. (Christopher Rein Michigan War Studies Review 2016-05-27)

A truly important book. Mittelstadt shows how the military welfare state has contributed substantially to
upward mobility for both soldiers and their families. Her excellent account is especially crucial today, when
outsourcing and privatization threaten the standards of living of service members and civilians alike. (Linda
Gordon, New York University)

Mittelstadt describes the emergence of a khaki safety net extolled as tangible evidence of the nation’s
commitment to its soldiers’ well-being, and she traces how this support system was undermined by a
combination of military and civilian agendas. This is a provocative, informed, and disturbing book that
provides an essential perspective on the modern U.S. armed forces. (Brian M. Linn, author of The Echo of
Battle)

About the Author
Jennifer Mittelstadt is Associate Professor of History at Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Mitchell:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Rise of the Military Welfare State.

Patrick Richards:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rise of the



Military Welfare State book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gina Dana:

The Rise of the Military Welfare State can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Rise of the Military
Welfare State although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Santiago Johnson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Rise of the Military Welfare State when you required it?
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