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Electronic music instruments weren't called synthesizers until the 1950s, but their
lineage began in 1919 with Russian inventor Lev Sergeyevich Termen's
development of the Etherphone, now known as the Theremin. From that point,
synthesizers have undergone a remarkable evolution from prohibitively large
mid-century models confined to university laboratories to the development of
musical synthesis software that runs on tablet computers and portable media
devices.

Throughout its history, the synthesizer has always been at the forefront of
technology for the arts. In The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to
Understanding, Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate Electronic
Music Instrument, veteran music technology journalist, educator, and performer
Mark Vail tells the complete story of the synthesizer: the origins of the many
forms the instrument takes; crucial advancements in sound generation, musical
control, and composition made with instruments that may have become best
sellers or gone entirely unnoticed; and the basics and intricacies of acoustics and
synthesized sound. Vail also describes how to successfully select, program, and
play a synthesizer; what alternative controllers exist for creating electronic
music; and how to stay focused and productive when faced with a room full of
instruments. This one-stop reference guide on all things synthesizer also offers
tips on encouraging creativity, layering sounds, performance, composing and
recording for film and television, and much more.
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Electronic music instruments weren't called synthesizers until the 1950s, but their lineage began in 1919 with
Russian inventor Lev Sergeyevich Termen's development of the Etherphone, now known as the Theremin.
From that point, synthesizers have undergone a remarkable evolution from prohibitively large mid-century
models confined to university laboratories to the development of musical synthesis software that runs on
tablet computers and portable media devices.

Throughout its history, the synthesizer has always been at the forefront of technology for the arts. In The
Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding, Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate
Electronic Music Instrument, veteran music technology journalist, educator, and performer Mark Vail tells
the complete story of the synthesizer: the origins of the many forms the instrument takes; crucial
advancements in sound generation, musical control, and composition made with instruments that may have
become best sellers or gone entirely unnoticed; and the basics and intricacies of acoustics and synthesized
sound. Vail also describes how to successfully select, program, and play a synthesizer; what alternative
controllers exist for creating electronic music; and how to stay focused and productive when faced with a
room full of instruments. This one-stop reference guide on all things synthesizer also offers tips on
encouraging creativity, layering sounds, performance, composing and recording for film and television, and
much more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Synthesizers are wonderful musical instruments that cover a very wide range of implementations and uses.
Mark Vail's The Synthesizer is a must-read for anyone who has interest in learning about these engineering
marvels. It is a great introduction if you are new to synths, but also very informative and up-to-date for the
seasoned synth player." --Dave Smith, Dave Smith Instruments

"A hugely detailed, exhaustively researched and splendidly idiosyncratic work which nails its extensive
subject matter. Mark Vail enthusiastically charts the development of the synthesizer from the Trautonium to
the latest software instruments, and also gives us valuable insights and tips from leading electronic
composers, including legendary synth pioneer Wendy Carlos." --Dave Stewart, Keyboardist

"In the past few decades, the synthesizer has finally come of age. Mark Vail's extensive work documents this
journey from its austere and rarified beginnings to its present technologically sophisticated state. His well-
illustrated book is filled with anecdotes and insights, amazing successes and ridiculous flops, expert advice
on how to roll your own, lots of commentary on artists, their gear and their methodology, and finally, a guide
to recording and disseminating your own musical masterpieces. Stash this volume where it's easy to get to;
you'll be using it a lot." --Don Buchla, Composer and Instrument Designer, Berkeley, California

"Mark Vail is the best explainer and historian of music synthesizers that I know. I highly recommend this
book, which is a whole lot of fun to read." --Roger Linn

"If it has anything to do with synthesis or processing synthetic sounds, it's in here!" -- Tape Op Magazine

About the Author

Building on his life-long interest in music, Mark Vail discovered synthesizers in 1973 and bought his first in
1976. After earning an MFA in electronic music in 1983, he served on the editorial staff at Keyboard
magazine from 1988 to 2001. The author of Vintage Synthesizers and The Hammond Organ: Beauty in the B,
Mark is internationally acknowledged as a foremost authority on synthesizers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Sylvia Langley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Synthesizer: A
Comprehensive Guide to Understanding, Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate Electronic
Music Instrument. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Bertha Franke:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding,
Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate Electronic Music Instrument was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Charles Morris:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding,
Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate Electronic Music Instrument we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time
book The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding, Programming, Playing, and Recording the
Ultimate Electronic Music Instrument. You can more pleasing than now.

Rodolfo Buker:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to
Understanding, Programming, Playing, and Recording the Ultimate Electronic Music Instrument to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside
that the guide The Synthesizer: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding, Programming, Playing, and
Recording the Ultimate Electronic Music Instrument can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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