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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In these Charles Eliot Norton Lectures delivered at Harvard, Stella has produced a critique of abstract
painting that starts in the Renaissance and ends with Abstract Expressionism. Caravaggio's brooding
chiaroscuro works locate for Stella the beginnings of modern painting. Stella posits these beginnings in
Caravaggio's creation of a "working space," an enveloping pictorial space. Stella, an abstract painter himself,
takes abstraction to task, but this is lucid, impassioned prodding from the loyal opposition. This is art history
and art criticism of a high order, detailed and refreshingly idiosyncratic. Both scholarly and hip, Stella has
written a book that reveals the painter's mind and studio, allowing us to see the play of history and vision that
goes on within. Highly recommended for specialists and informed readers. Calvin Reid, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Mr. Stella's way of dealing with single paintings, 36 of which are reproduced in color, makes for one tour-
de-force after another...Paintings familiar and unfamiliar, from the 'Mona Lisa' to Wassily Kandinsky's
'Composition IX,' gain a just washed sparkle.
--Peter Schjeldahl (New York Times Book Review)

Working Space comes as something of a bombshell. For this is a book that explodes a great many received
ideas about abstraction...[It] is certainly one of the most remarkable books ever written on the subject. What
makes it so remarkable, of course, is that Stella is unquestionably the most celebrated abstract painter of his
generation.
--Hilton Kramer (Atlantic Monthly)

It is seldom that a major artist is prepared to commit himself publicly to a considered, large-scale survey of
the art of his time, and to relate it moreover to substantial cross-sections of the art of the past. Frank Stella
has done this in his Charles Eliot Norton Lectures at Harvard, with considerable erudition, great verve and
genuine originality.
--John Golding (Times Literary Supplement)

Working Space develops its thesis with such gusto, elegance, and conviction...The text is rich with insight,
integrity, and unexpected rethinkings of erstwhile familiar images.
--David Anfam (Art International)

This is a marvelously insightful and thought-provoking book...Stella's perception of the problem is correct--
abstraction has reached a watershed. His analysis of that problem is erudite and plausible, and at times even
passionate. If he does not solve it within these pages, he at least has made us consider its ramifications, and
he has enabled us to look at art from a valuable and rarely available perspective.
--Edward J. Sozanski (Philadelphia Inquirer)

This is art history and art criticism of a high order, detailed and refreshingly idiosyncratic. Both scholarly
and hip, Stella has written a book that reveals the painter's mind and studio, allowing us to see the play of
history and vision that goes on within. Highly recommended.
--Calvin Reid (Library Journal)

From the Back Cover



This book affords a rare opportunity to view painting from the inside out, through the eyes of one of the
world's most prominent abstract painters. Frank Stella describes his perception of other artists' work as well
as his own, in this generously illustrated volume.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Arent:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Working Space (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) can
be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lou Morton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. Working Space (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Loretta Faria:

The book untitled Working Space (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Jesus Allgood:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Working Space (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) when you desired it?
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