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Japan's worst nuclear radiation accident took place at a uranium reprocessing
facility in Tokaimura, northeast of Tokyo, on 30 September 1999. The direct
cause of the accident was cited as the depositing of a uranyl nitrate solution--
containing about 16.6 kg of uranium, which exceeded the critical mass--into a
precipitation tank. Three workers were exposed to extreme doses of radiation.

Hiroshi Ouchi, one of these workers, was transferred to the University of Tokyo
Hospital Emergency Room, three days after the accident. Dr. Magkawa and his
staff initially thought that Ouchi looked relatively well for a person exposed to
such radiation levels. He could talk, and only hisright hand was alittle swollen
with redness. However, his condition gradually weakened as the radioactivity
broke down the chromosomes in his cells.

The doctors were at aloss asto what to do. There were very few precedents and
proven medical treatments for the victims of radiation poisoning. Less than 20
nuclear accidents had occurred in the world to that point, and most of those
happened 30 years ago. This book documents the following 83 days of treatment
until his passing, with detailed descriptions and explanations of the radiation

poi soning.
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Japan's worst nuclear radiation accident took place at a uranium reprocessing facility in Tokaimura, northeast
of Tokyo, on 30 September 1999. The direct cause of the accident was cited as the depositing of a uranyl
nitrate solution--containing about 16.6 kg of uranium, which exceeded the critical mass--into a precipitation
tank. Three workers were exposed to extreme doses of radiation.

Hiroshi Ouchi, one of these workers, was transferred to the University of Tokyo Hospital Emergency Room,
three days after the accident. Dr. Maekawa and his staff initially thought that Ouchi looked relatively well for
a person exposed to such radiation levels. He could talk, and only his right hand was alittle swollen with
redness. However, his condition gradually weakened as the radioactivity broke down the chromosomesin his
cells.

The doctors were at aloss as to what to do. There were very few precedents and proven medical treatments
for the victims of radiation poisoning. Less than 20 nuclear accidents had occurred in the world to that point,
and most of those happened 30 years ago. This book documents the following 83 days of treatment until his
passing, with detailed descriptions and explanations of the radiation poisoning.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Stylistically resembling afictional narrative, this grim chronicle of Ouchi’ s deterioration demonstrates the
humanity and pyschology of the medical profession in extreme situations. In that sense, it?s an interesting
companion to [Osamu Tezuka' s] Black Jack manga. Think of it as such a nightmarish episode of House that
as aresult of watching it you resolve never to tune into the series again.”

—Firefox News

“Harnessing the atom’ s energy can help, even save, mankind or lead to its destruction. Thisis the sad,
cautionary tale of things gone awry, a nable effort by Japanese physicians to save Mr. Ouchi’ s life and of our
limited ability to deal with the consequences of mistakes in this arena.”

—Robert Peter Gale, M.D., Ph.D., D.<c., F.A.C.P. (Hon),

UCLA Medical Center

“Radiation injuries are potentially complex, often involving a combination of different types of radiation
energy. The Tokaimura accident reminds us of these complexities as well as the importance of accurate
information flow from the site of the incident to the healthcare provideer in the hospital. New knowledge
was gained regarding optimal management of acute radiation toxicity.”

—Nicholas Dainiak, M.D., F.A.C.P. Yale University School of Medicine

Chairman of Medicine, Bridgeport Hospital

BEST OF 2008 -- The Japan Times

" A brave account of corporate greed and scientific expertise"

About the Author

NHK (Nippon Hoso Kyokai) or Japan Broadcasting
Corporation is Japan's public broadcaster. This
book is an original television documentary--under
the same name--produced by NHK, which aired in
May 2001. The documentary won the Gold Nymph
Award--the highest award possible--at the 42nd
Monte Carlo Television Festival in 2002.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Hopkins:

The book A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like abook A Slow Death: 83 Days of
Radiation Sickness? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give
many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Slow



Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ana Gaskill:

Here thing why this A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious
asfood or not. A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with A Slow Death:
83 Days of Radiation Sickness. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of A Slow Desath: 83 Days of Radiation Sicknessin e-book can be your
alternate.

Charlotte Lee:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting A Slow Death: 83 Days of
Radiation Sickness that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading hahit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for al of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you could pick A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness become
your own starter.

Mary Lewis:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust ssmple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation
Sickness. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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