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Botanical beauty: Basilius Besler's complete Hortus Eystettensis of 1613
 
A magnificent pictorial document of the flowers grown in the greatest German
garden of its time, the Hortus Eystettensis is in a class of its own when it comes
to the range of flowers engraved.

First published in 1613, the 367 copperplate engravings by Basilius
Besler (1561–1629) capture the spectacular diversity of the palatial gardens of
Prince-Bishop Johann Konrad von Gemmingen (1593/95–1612) in Eichstätt,
Bavaria, Germany. The meticulous illustrations are organized according to the
four seasons, and, following the classification system used today, show plants
belonging to a total of 90 families and covering 340 genera. The whole
collection is regarded as one of the finest treasures of botanical literature,
described by Carl Linnaeus, the legendary 18th-century botanist and zoologist, as
an “incomparable work”.

Besler's pictorial catalog long outlived the gardens, which were destroyed in
1634 by invading Swedish troops. In auction, the asking price for a first-edition
copy of Hortus Eystettensis is now more than half a million dollars. With this
edition, TASCHEN opens up the garden to a much wider audience: A rich and
beautiful record, destined to keep the garden's beauty in bloom.
 
About the Series:
Bibliotheca Universalis — Compact cultural companions celebrating the
eclectic TASCHEN universe at an unbeatable, democratic price!
Since we started our work as cultural archaeologists in 1980, the name
TASCHEN has become synonymous with accessible, open-minded
publishing. Bibliotheca Universalis brings together nearly 100 of our all-time
favorite titles in a neat new format so you can curate your own affordable library
of art, anthropology, and aphrodisia.
Bookworm’s delight — never bore, always excite!
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Klaus Walter Littger is head of the manuscript department at Eichstätt University Library. In addition to
essays on German language and literature, he has published a number of papers on the history of the
University of Eichstätt and the history of music at Eichstätt. He is editor of a periodical and a series of
publications on the history of Eichstätt.

Werner Dressendörfer is a pharmaceutical historian and academic librarian. He taught at the University of
Erlangen-Nuremberg, where he was an honorary professor. His particular spheres of interest are the history
of the Early Modern herbal, the cultural history of useful and medicinal plants, and plant symbolism in art.
He has published extensively on pharmaceutical and botanical history. He is the author of TASCHEN’s The
Garden at Eichstätt, The Lilies, Leonhart Fuchs: The New Herbal of 1543, Pomona Britannica, The Temple
of Flora and The Vegetable Garden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Basilius Besler's Florilegium: The Book of Plants.

Timothy Hawkins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Basilius Besler's Florilegium: The Book of Plants
to read.

Scott Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you



have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Basilius Besler's Florilegium: The Book
of Plants, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Carolyn Scott:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Basilius Besler's Florilegium: The Book of
Plants was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Basilius Besler's
Florilegium: The Book of Plants has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading in which.
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