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A passionate ode to an American mecca, Beloved Harlem is a literary look into
the vibrant African-American haven, edited by one of its celebrated native sons.
William H. Banks, Jr., combines the classics with the contemporary as he
showcases some of the best essays, short stories, and novel excerpts inspired by
the diversity of Harlem life, from the early twentieth century to the new
millennium.

The days and nights of black Manhattan come alive in the words of historically
famous writers like W.E.B. Dubois, Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes,
Dorothy West, Ossie Davis, and Toni Morrison, along with the works of brilliant
newcomers to the neighborhood, including Brian Keith Jackson’s witty
examination of identity politics in The Queen of Harlem and Rosemarie
Robatham’s “Dreaming in Harlem,” a moving tale about a woman at the edge of
society who finds sanctuary with a stranger.

From renaissance through tough times to revitalization, this triumphant homage
gives Harlem the historical perspective it so rightly deserves. Beloved Harlem is
a welcome addition to the libraries of readers who are either already in love with
Harlem or ready to take the fall.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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A passionate ode to an American mecca, Beloved Harlem is a literary look into the vibrant African-American
haven, edited by one of its celebrated native sons. William H. Banks, Jr., combines the classics with the
contemporary as he showcases some of the best essays, short stories, and novel excerpts inspired by the
diversity of Harlem life, from the early twentieth century to the new millennium.

The days and nights of black Manhattan come alive in the words of historically famous writers like W.E.B.
Dubois, Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, Dorothy West, Ossie Davis, and Toni Morrison, along with
the works of brilliant newcomers to the neighborhood, including Brian Keith Jackson’s witty examination of
identity politics in The Queen of Harlem and Rosemarie Robatham’s “Dreaming in Harlem,” a moving tale
about a woman at the edge of society who finds sanctuary with a stranger.

From renaissance through tough times to revitalization, this triumphant homage gives Harlem the historical
perspective it so rightly deserves. Beloved Harlem is a welcome addition to the libraries of readers who are
either already in love with Harlem or ready to take the fall.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The Harlem Writers Guild, created in 1950 by John Oliver Killens, Rosa Guy, Walter Christmas, and Dr.
John Henrik Clarke, has provided a haven for writers to encourage and disseminate black culture and to
speak out against injustice. Banks offers a collection of 29 excerpts and short stories that celebrate black
culture, prefacing each selection with a short biography and the piece's literary context. Part 1 focuses on the
1910s through the 1930s, the heyday of the Harlem Renaissance, and includes works by James Weldon
Johnson, W. E. B. DuBois, white author Carl Van Vechten, Claude McKay, and Zora Neale Hurston. Part 2,
the 1940s through the 1960s, includes works by Dorothy West, James Baldwin, and Langston Hughes. Part 3
focuses on the years 1970--2000 and includes Louise Merriweather, John A. Williams, Grace F. Edwards,
Toni Morrison, and Walter Dean Myers. Part 4 explores new voices reinventing Harlem literature, including
those of Rosemarie Robotham and Brian Keith Jackson. Readers will appreciate the chronological and
literary breadth of the collection. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Inside Flap
A passionate ode to an American mecca, "Beloved Harlem is a literary look into the vibrant African-
American haven, edited by one of its celebrated native sons. William H. Banks, Jr., award-winning writer
and Executive Director of the esteemed Harlem Writers Guild, combines the classics with the contemporary
as he showcases some of the best essays, short stories, and novel excerpts inspired by the diversity of Harlem
life, from the early twentieth century to the new millennium. Served up in rich prose, the days and nights of
black Manhattan come alive in the words of historically famous writers like W.E.B. Dubois, Zora Neale
Hurston, Langston Hughes, Dorothy West, Ossie Davis, John Oliver Killens, Grace F. Edwards, and Toni
Morrison, along with the works of brilliant newcomers to the neighborhood, including Brian Keith Jackson's
witty examination of identity politics in "The Queen of Harlem and "Dreaming in Harlem," Rosemarie
Robatham's moving tale about a woman at the edge of society who finds sanctuary with a stranger.
From renaissance through tough times to revitalization, this triumphant homage gives Harlem the historical
perspective it so rightly deserves. "Beloved Harlem is a bountiful collection and welcome addition to the
libraries of readers who are either already in love with Harlem or ready to take the fall.

About the Author
WILLIAM H. BANKS, JR., is the executive director of the Harlem Writers Guild. His first book, A Love
So Fine, was published in 1974 and is widely regarded as the first African American romance novel. He is a
professor at New School University and the host of In Our Own Words, the only regularly scheduled
television program dedicated exclusively to black writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorraine Edler:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black America's Most Famous
Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary seemed to be making you to know about other

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black America's Most Famous Neighborhood, From the
Classics to The Contemporary is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black America's Most Famous
Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary. You never really feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Fred Polak:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black America's Most
Famous Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black
America's Most Famous Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Beloved Harlem: A Literary Tribute to Black America's Most
Famous Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary as good book not simply by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Annmarie Windham:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beloved Harlem: A Literary
Tribute to Black America's Most Famous Neighborhood, From the Classics to The Contemporary can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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