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In the midst of the political upheavals that engulfed Myanmar from 2010 to 2011,
international attention was fixed upon the military regime and its dissident
opponents. But away from the cameras, a very different set of struggles unfolded
across the country, struggles that quietly but effectively transformed the status
quo. Taxi drivers transported black market goods so that people could avoid
buying from the state. Community organizers started schools. Farmers hid crop
surpluses and business owners hid their profits. People brokered and paid bribes
to gain favors from local officials. Pathways that Changed Myanmar gives voice
to the stories of the ordinary Burmese citizens whose efforts were pivotal to
shaping life on the margins of society.
 
Drawing on extensive fieldwork and hundreds of interviews with citizens across
Myanmar, Matthew Mullen challenges the popular caricature of Myanmar as a
society governed by fear and silence, and shows how people have been able to
endure and effect meaningful change through subtle, everyday acts of resistance.
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In the midst of the political upheavals that engulfed Myanmar from 2010 to 2011, international attention was
fixed upon the military regime and its dissident opponents. But away from the cameras, a very different set
of struggles unfolded across the country, struggles that quietly but effectively transformed the status quo.
Taxi drivers transported black market goods so that people could avoid buying from the state. Community
organizers started schools. Farmers hid crop surpluses and business owners hid their profits. People brokered
and paid bribes to gain favors from local officials. Pathways that Changed Myanmar gives voice to the
stories of the ordinary Burmese citizens whose efforts were pivotal to shaping life on the margins of society.
 
Drawing on extensive fieldwork and hundreds of interviews with citizens across Myanmar, Matthew Mullen
challenges the popular caricature of Myanmar as a society governed by fear and silence, and shows how
people have been able to endure and effect meaningful change through subtle, everyday acts of resistance.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book provides important insights into how internal politics, foreign powers and politics, and cultural
peculiarities can shape transition in the most unexpected ways."
 
(Yaraslau Kryvoi, University of West London)

“In an era when many are eager to declare themselves ‘Burma experts,’ Matthew Mullen stands out for his
humility and thoughtfulness. He has created a rarity: an academic book that’s fun to read, painstakingly
detailed, and which provides model of how to do research in a shifting landscape.”

 
(Rosalie Metro, University of Missouri)

“This book captures a story that needed to be told, and extracts lessons for both Myanmar and the world. As
Mullen states, struggling against authoritarianism is ‘never as simple as rallying around those fighting the
good fight.’” 

 

(Aung Naing Oo, Burmese peace and democracy advocate)

“An insightful and rare analysis. Muller’s distinctive voice not only illuminates the big phenomenon but also
their significance for people on the ground. An essential read for anybody interested in contemporary
Myanmar.”

 

(Claudio Sopranzetti, All Souls College, Oxford)

“This book gives voice to all those in Myanmar who continue to fight for change. The change we see in
Myanmar today did not fall from the sky. It was made by small steps won each day over years, even decades.
This book documents how these steps were taken.”

 
(Nwet Kay Khine, journalist and former editor of the Voice (Myanmar))

About the Author

Matthew Mullen is a lecturer at the Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University,
Thailand.



 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Murphy:

Here thing why this specific Pathways that Changed Myanmar are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Pathways that Changed Myanmar giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Pathways that Changed Myanmar. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Pathways that Changed Myanmar in e-book can be your alternative.

Dennis Taylor:

Often the book Pathways that Changed Myanmar has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.

Lisa Langlais:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Pathways that Changed Myanmar
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Pathways that Changed Myanmar as good book
not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Judy Bowen:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Pathways that Changed Myanmar or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Pathways that Changed Myanmar to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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