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Questioning Collapse challenges those scholars and popular writers who advance
the thesis that societies - past and present - collapse because of behavior that
destroyed their environments or because of overpopulation. In a series of highly
accessible and closely argued essays, ateam of internationally recognized
scholars bring history and context to bear in their radically different analyses of
iconic events, such as the deforestation of Easter Island, the cessation of the
Norse colony in Greenland, the faltering of nineteenth-century China, the
migration of ancestral peoples away from Chaco Canyon in the American
southwest, the crisis and resilience of Lowland Maya kingship, and other
societies that purportedly "collapsed." Collectively, these essays demonstrate that
resilience in the face of societal crises, rather than collapse, is the leitmotif of the
human story from the earliest civilizations to the present. Scrutinizing the notion
that Euro-American colonial triumphs were an accident of geography,
Questioning Collapse also critically examines the complex historical relationship
between race and political 1abels of societal "success' and "failure.”
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Questioning Collapse challenges those scholars and popular writers who advance the thesis that societies -
past and present - collapse because of behavior that destroyed their environments or because of
overpopulation. In a series of highly accessible and closely argued essays, ateam of internationally
recognized scholars bring history and context to bear in their radically different analyses of iconic events,
such as the deforestation of Easter Island, the cessation of the Norse colony in Greenland, the faltering of
nineteenth-century China, the migration of ancestral peoples away from Chaco Canyon in the American
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisatruly impressive book of scholarship, but also an important book politically. It deals with a public
debate: 'how susceptible are societies, including our own, to collapse? A fully global set of in-depth studies
demonstrates convincingly the remarkable sustainability of human groups. While societies change, they
rarely disappear, however much dominant groups might wish them to."

lan Hodder, Stanford University

"Thiswide-ranging collection of articles written by prominent historians, archaeologists, and anthropol ogists
provides a highly accessible, stimulating and valuable corrective to simplistic popular accounts on why
certain societies have failed, while others succeeded. A dozen case studies, covering societies as diverse as
Norse Greenland, Rapa Nui, late imperial China, Classic to Post-Classic Maya, Iron Age Mesopotamia, and
contemporary Rwanda and Haiti, critique the concept that societies have catastrophically collapsed due to
decisions taken that were not sustainable and that led inexorably to over-population and environmental
degradation. Rather, the societies covered here exhibited considerable resilience or the ability to adapt to new
circumstances; many lasted for centuries, or, in other words, for far longer than other societies deemed
successful by J. Diamond in his recent best-selling study Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.
The authors argue persuasively for aricher consideration of the historical, political, cultural and, today,
global contextsin which each society emerged and developed. Most importantly, they insist that societies are
not wholes, making decisions that determine their collective fates, but rather are made up of separate factions
or interest groups, with differential access to power and the ability to promote their own agendas. The more
complex accounts of societal "collapse” presented here ultimately make it easier for usto discern what is
truly unique and frightening about our current susceptibility to global environmental collapse.”

Philip L. Kohl, Professor of Anthropology, Kathryn W. Davis Professor of Slavic Studies, Wellesley College

"This collection should be required reading for all enthusiasts of Jared Diamond's Collapse. Pointing out that
societal "collapse” is extremely rare, the editors argue that most human societies have shown remarkable
resilience, even in the face of environmental challenges. In clear, accessible language, the contributors to this
volume - al expertsin their fields - marshal the most recent research to show how Diamond read selectively,
mischaracterized, or misunderstood the specific histories of Easter Island, Norse Greenland, the Puebloan
Southwest, the Classic Maya, and modern Haiti and Rwanda, among others. The organization of this volume
echoes Diamond's, closing with a remarkable essay by Errington and Gewertz on the necessity for

anthropol ogically-informed understandings of both ourselves and others. The result is an alternative - and
powerfully compelling - take on Diamond's popular work and a striking example of what scholars can, and
should, do in presenting their work to the public.”

Kathleen D. Morrison, Professor of Anthropology, Director, Center for International Studies, University of
Chicago

"Once in awhile, abook comes along that should be read by everyone interested in the really BIG questions
of human history. HERE IT IS. In the pages of Questioning Collapse, McAnany, Y offee and a host of
distinguished historians and archaeol ogists answer the question "How do societies collapse?' by changing
the question. Societies don't "fail," at least not in the way that naive popular writers have recently claimed.
Ranging from ancient China and Mesopotamiato Chaco Canyon and Easter 1sland, the authors of this book
drive nail upon nail into the coffin of simplistic, NON-HISTORICAL readings of global history. This book



will stand for years as a benchmark from which we can ponder our shared past and forecast the world's
future."
Tim Pauketat, University of Illinois, Urbana- Champaign

"The authors contribute positively to critical public discussions about understanding what the past has to
offer us as we move toward an increasingly global, environmentally fragile future. Their chapters were
written for the wider public rather than being narrowly focused at specialists and yet also have much of value
for professionals in the authors' disciplines.” -Krista Lewis, Science

About the Author

Patricia A. McAnany is Kenan Eminent Professor in the anthropology department at the University of North
Carolina, Chapd Hill. A member of the editorial board of the Journal of Anthropological Archaeology, she
has received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, Dumbarton Oaks, and the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University. Sheisthe principal investigator of the Xibun
Archaeological Research Project in Belize (www.bu.edu/tricia) and of the Maya Area Cultural Heritage
Initiative (www.machiproject.org) that works with descendent Maya communities. She has authored Living
with the Ancestors: Kinship and Kingship in Ancient Maya Society, edited K'axob: Ritual, Work and Family
in an Ancient Maya Village, and recently co-edited Dimensions of Ritual Economy.

Norman Y offee is a scholar of ancient Mesopotamia and social evolutionary and anthropol ogical theory. He
teaches in the Departments of Near Eastern Studies and Anthropology at the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor. Heisthe author and editor of eleven books, including Myths of the Archaic State: Evolution of the
Earliest Cities, States, and Civilizations, Excavating Asian History: Interdisciplinary Studiesin History and
Archaeology and Negotiating the Past in the Past: Identity, Memory, and Landscape in Archaeological
Research, and the Cambridge World Archaeology series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Langley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Questioning Collapse: Human
Resilience, Ecologica Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire book as starter and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Armando M cFarland:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many peopleto be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Questioning Collapse: Human Resilience,
Ecological Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Antoine Ander son:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you haveread is
definitely Questioning Collapse: Human Resilience, Ecologica Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire.

Ada Peter son:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yoursdlf in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Questioning Collapse: Human Resilience, Ecological
Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
aswell as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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