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No scholar denies Mikhail S. Gorbachev's role in developing a new approach to
Soviet socialism, but most writers emphasize the radical departure from
traditional Soviet ideology that perestroika seemed to represent. This work
presents perestroika as part of the continuum of European intellectual history. It
examines the sources of Gorbachev's thinking and action in 19th-century thought,
the development of Russian Marxism through the intellectual crisis at the turn of
the 20th century, the pragmatic and philosophical challenges to the Marxist-
Leninist paradigm, Stalinism and its critics, and reform Communism in post
World War II Eastern Europe. Against this background, the book argues that the
decline and fall of Soviet Communism was much more deeply connected with
ideological issues than most scholars have realized.

Bandelin presents fresh analyses of the impacts of major works and ideas, such as
Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, the neglected Marxian concept of
the Asiatic mode of production, and the underlying relationship of East European
reform Communism to perestroika. He analyzes the major intellectual trends of
perestroika in terms of these and other currents. This study offers a perspective
that challenges most of current scholarship on the issues it raises, suggests new
avenues for research, and contributes to a broader overall understanding of the
problems of Soviet socialism and Gorbachev's effort to solve them.
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No scholar denies Mikhail S. Gorbachev's role in developing a new approach to Soviet socialism, but most
writers emphasize the radical departure from traditional Soviet ideology that perestroika seemed to
represent. This work presents perestroika as part of the continuum of European intellectual history. It
examines the sources of Gorbachev's thinking and action in 19th-century thought, the development of
Russian Marxism through the intellectual crisis at the turn of the 20th century, the pragmatic and
philosophical challenges to the Marxist-Leninist paradigm, Stalinism and its critics, and reform Communism
in post World War II Eastern Europe. Against this background, the book argues that the decline and fall of
Soviet Communism was much more deeply connected with ideological issues than most scholars have
realized.

Bandelin presents fresh analyses of the impacts of major works and ideas, such as Lenin's Materialism and
Empirio-Criticism, the neglected Marxian concept of the Asiatic mode of production, and the underlying
relationship of East European reform Communism to perestroika. He analyzes the major intellectual trends
of perestroika in terms of these and other currents. This study offers a perspective that challenges most of
current scholarship on the issues it raises, suggests new avenues for research, and contributes to a broader
overall understanding of the problems of Soviet socialism and Gorbachev's effort to solve them.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[I]t has great material to work with and its central argument is compelling."-Slavic Review
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?[I]t has great material to work with and its central argument is compelling.?-Slavic Review

"[The book] contributes enormously to understanding the failure of perestroika, and more broadly of
twentieth century communism....it will be must reading for anyone who really wants to understand
Gorbachev and his momentous era."-Herbert Ellison Professor of History, University of Washington

"Bandelin has written an important book on the Leninist origins of Gorbachev's reforms and the Soviet
Union's collapse. It is important to be reminded by timely works like [his] that from the beginning
Communism was a heady and toxic mixture of utopian idealism, repressive epistemology, and deeply flawed
pseudo-science. Its implementation in the former Russian Empire and Eastern Europe brought about
disasters from which these societies are only in the first stages of recovery."-David Curp Assistant Professor
of History, Ohio University

About the Author

OSCAR J. BANDELIN received his Ph.D. in History from the University of Washington, Seattle.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Return to the NEP: The False Promise of Leninism and the Failure of Perestroika.

Charles Lemaster:

The book untitled Return to the NEP: The False Promise of Leninism and the Failure of Perestroika contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice go through.

Frankie Evans:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Return to the NEP: The False
Promise of Leninism and the Failure of Perestroika which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Paul Mendosa:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Return to the NEP: The False Promise of Leninism and the Failure of Perestroika we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book Return to the NEP: The False Promise of Leninism and the Failure of Perestroika. You can more
pleasing than now.
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