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Over the last three decades, the visual artist William Kentridge has garnered
international acclaim for hiswork across mediaincluding drawing, film,
sculpture, printmaking, and theater. Rendered in stark contrasts of black and
white, hisimages reflect his native South Africaand, like endlessly suggestive
shadows, point to something more elemental aswell. Based on the 2012 Charles
Eliot Norton Lectures, Sx Drawing Lessons is the most comprehensive
collection available of Kentridge' s thoughts on art, art-making, and the studio.

Art, Kentridge says, isits own form of knowledge. It does not simply supplement
the real world, and it cannot be purely understood in the rational terms of
traditional academic disciplines. The studio isthe crucia location for the creation
of meaning: the place where linear thinking is abandoned and the material
processes of the eye, the hand, the charcoal and paper become themselves the
guides of creativity. Drawing has the potential to educate us about the most
complex issues of our time. Thisisthe real meaning of “drawing lessons.”

Incorporating elements of graphic design and ranging freely from discussions of
Plato’s cave to the Enlightenment’ srole in colonial oppression to the depiction of
animalsin art, Sx Drawing Lessonsisan illustration in print of its own thesis of
how art creates knowledge. Foregrounding the very processes by which we see,
Kentridge makes us more aware of the mechanisms?and deceptions?through
which we construct meaning in the world.
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Over the last three decades, the visual artist William Kentridge has garnered international acclaim for his
work across mediaincluding drawing, film, sculpture, printmaking, and theater. Rendered in stark contrasts
of black and white, hisimages reflect his native South Africa and, like endlessly suggestive shadows, point
to something more elemental as well. Based on the 2012 Charles Eliot Norton Lectures, Sx Drawing
Lessonsis the most comprehensive collection available of Kentridge's thoughts on art, art-making, and the
studio.

Art, Kentridge says, isits own form of knowledge. It does not simply supplement the real world, and it
cannot be purely understood in the rational terms of traditional academic disciplines. The studio is the crucial
location for the creation of meaning: the place where linear thinking is abandoned and the material processes
of the eye, the hand, the charcoal and paper become themselves the guides of creativity. Drawing has the
potential to educate us about the most complex issues of our time. Thisisthe real meaning of “drawing
lessons.”

Incorporating elements of graphic design and ranging freely from discussions of Plato’s cave to the
Enlightenment’ s role in colonial oppression to the depiction of animalsin art, Sx Drawing Lessonsis an
illustration in print of its own thesis of how art creates knowledge. Foregrounding the very processes by
which we see, Kentridge makes us more aware of the mechanisms?and deceptions?hrough which we
construct meaning in the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

[Thig] isan enlightening, circuitous, and self-reflexive performance that delvesinto [Kentridge' s| greatest
obsessions in the realms of art, palitics, history, and image-making... Kentridge discusses topics including
Plato’s cave allegory (a subject that looms over much, if not all, of the book), Africa’s colonies, and the
violence of the Enlightenment. He delivers sharp insightsinto the history and character of Johannesburg; his
memories from growing up under apartheid provide some of the book’s most lucid moments. He also
elaborates upon life in the art studio (a‘ safe space for stupidity’)...Time?including how it affects work in the
studio?and memory are also major themes. The argument here isreally an anti-argument; Kentridge
emphasi zes the need to occupy the gap between certainty and uncertainty, and stresses ‘ being aware of the
limits of seeing,” and ‘our own limits of understanding, the limits of our memory, but prodding the memory
nonetheless.’...Thisis an essential book for anybody seeking a better understanding of Kentridge' s work.
(Publishers Weekly 2014-07-28)

Anyone who has seen the film animations of the great South African artist will be fascinated by the account
he gives of histhinking and studio practice. (Kenneth Baker San Francisco Chronicle 2014-11-29)

Thisisabeautiful and necessary book in all respects...It looks at the work of an artist from his own
perspective, which in some instances may be arisky strategy, but Kentridge is such a good writer that the
book isasbrisk asit isinsightful...Heis also awonderful draftsman, and his drawings, often executed in pen
and ink or cut paper, are carefully reproduced here. The production of this book was handled as awork of art
too. The size, proportion, binding, and attention to detail are superb. The design by Dean Bornstein
harmonizes perfectly with the tone of the book. Enthusiastically recommended. (S. Skaggs Choice 2015-08-
01)

About the Author
William Kentridge is an artist who lives and works in Johannesburg.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Madden:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guysthis kind of aren't like that. This Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures)
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer of Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different asit. So, do you continue to thinking Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot Norton
Lectures) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Deborah Rinehart:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot
Norton Lectures) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Six Drawing Lessons (The
Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready said so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Margaret Morales:

The book untitled Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) contain alot of information on
the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new eraof literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Lauren Miner:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. Thisreserve Six Drawing Lessons (The Charles Eliot Norton L ectures) was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can really feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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