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“To the barricades!” The cry conjures images of angry citizens, turmoil in the
streets, and skirmishes fought behind hastily improvised cover. This definitive
history of the barricade charts the origins, development, and diffusion of a
uniquely European revolutionary tradition. Mark Traugott traces the barricade
from its beginnings in the sixteenth century, to its refinement in the
insurrectionary struggles of the long nineteenth century, on through its
emergence as an icon of an international culture of revolution. Exploring the
most compelling moments of its history, Traugott finds that the barricade is more
than a physical structure; it is part of a continuous insurrectionary lineage that
features spontaneous collaboration even as it relies on recurrent patterns of self-
conscious collective action. A case study in how techniques of protest originate
and evolve, The Insurgent Barricade tells how the French perfected a repertoire
of revolution over three centuries, and how students, exiles, and itinerant workers
helped it spread across Europe.
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“To the barricades!” The cry conjures images of angry citizens, turmoil in the streets, and skirmishes fought
behind hastily improvised cover. This definitive history of the barricade charts the origins, development, and
diffusion of a uniquely European revolutionary tradition. Mark Traugott traces the barricade from its
beginnings in the sixteenth century, to its refinement in the insurrectionary struggles of the long nineteenth
century, on through its emergence as an icon of an international culture of revolution. Exploring the most
compelling moments of its history, Traugott finds that the barricade is more than a physical structure; it is
part of a continuous insurrectionary lineage that features spontaneous collaboration even as it relies on
recurrent patterns of self-conscious collective action. A case study in how techniques of protest originate and
evolve, The Insurgent Barricade tells how the French perfected a repertoire of revolution over three
centuries, and how students, exiles, and itinerant workers helped it spread across Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brilliant and elegantly written. . . . [A] masterful work of historical sociology.”
(Contemporary Sociology 2011-11-22)

“This fascinating study should be a priority for every university’s collection.”
(Choice 2011-05-09)

“Captivating. . . . Careful and comprehensive. . . . Mark Traugott offers a magisterial history of the insurgent
barricade. . . . A must read.”
(Lavinia Stan, St. Francis Xavier University European Legacy 2012-12-01)

“Insurgent Barricades is a work that should have been written ages ago, filling a gaping hole in revolutionary
studies.”
(Peter L. De Rosa The Historian 2012-03-01)

“An engaging and important book.”
(Christopher H. Johnson Journal Of Modern History 2012-06-01)

“Readers of whatever discipline will . . . gain new insights into the insurrectionary impulse and the tradition
of urban protest.”
(Linda Frey Journal Of World History 2012-07-13)

From the Inside Flap

"Excavating a database of 150 barricades, large and small, successful and unsuccessful, Mark Traugott
provides us with a natural history of the insurrectionary barricade — its physiognomy, its development, and
its diffusion. From its origins in sixteenth-century Paris to its culmination in the 1848 revolution, and from
France to all of Europe, this memorable book is a model of how history and social science can be creatively
combined to demonstrate how a key element of modern contentious politics emerged and diffused."—Sidney
Tarrow, author of Power in Movement

About the Author

Mark Traugott is Professor of History and Sociology at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He is the
author of Armies of the Poor: Determinants of Working-Class Participation in the Parisian Insurrection of
June 1848 and the editor and translator of The French Worker: Autobiographies from the Early Industrial
Era (UC Press), among other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Gonzales:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the



world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Insurgent Barricade. All
type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Leonie Blazek:

This The Insurgent Barricade book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Insurgent Barricade without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Insurgent Barricade can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Insurgent Barricade having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Insurgent Barricade the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Insurgent
Barricade giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Nicole Powell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Insurgent Barricade reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Insurgent Barricade as good book not just
by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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