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Milan, 1497: Leonardo da Vinci is completing his masterpiece, The Last Supper.
Pope Alexander VI is determined to execute him after realizing that the painting
contains clues to a baffling -- and blasphemous -- message, which he is
determined to decode. The Holy Grail and the Eucharistic Bread are missing,
there is no meat on the table and, shockingly, the apostles are portraits of well-
known heretics -- none of them depicted with halos. And why has the artist
painted himself into the scene with his back turned toward Jesus? The clues to
Leonardo's greatest puzzle are right before your eyes....
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Da Vinci juggernaut rolls on, this time in the capable hands of a bestselling author in the Spanish-
speaking world. The Secret Supper has been ably translated by Alberto Manguel, author of A History of
Reading, that delightful revelation that squiggles on a page are words, and words make stories. Set in 1497
Milan, at the time of the painting of the Cenacolo, or The Last Supper, in the refectory of Santa Maria delle
Grazie, Sierra has created a tale of religious fanaticism, betrayal, murder, Church politics, artistic chicanery
and mystery to confound the reader.

Fra Agostino Leyre, a Papal Inquisitor, is sent to Milan to confirm--or not--the messages of the "Soothsayer,"
who alleges that Leonardo Da Vinci is a heretic and has hidden heretical messages in his painting of The Last
Supper. Leonardo is a figure larger than life, literally. A blue-eyed, tall, handsome man, always dressed in
white, he is surrounded by faithful students and friends who are his acolytes. His brilliant mind, ranging over
a multitude of ideas, has gained him a reputation for "hiding heterodox ideas in paintings apparently pious."

What Father Agostino follows is a labyrinthine path through alliances and rivalries, differences of opinion
about Leonardo and a discussion of the heresy of the Cathars. They are a fascinating sect, more extra-
Christianity than Christian heretics. Their practices are based on a belief that certain deprivations--primarily
food and sex--will purify and make them worthy. Sierra is a very fine guide, taking the reader through
palaces and monasteries rife with intrigue and typical of the flowering of intellect that came after the Dark
Ages. It is a time when "Suddenly, from one day to the next, Plato's Greece, Cleopatra's Egypt and even the
extravagant curiosities of the Chinese Empire that Marco Polo discovered seemed to deserve greater praise
than our own Scriptural stories." Dangerous for the incumbency.

A compelling case is made that Leonardo's heretical beliefs are there for all to see in The Last Supper, if only
we know how to find them. Sierra gives us the key--and keeps the suspense going right up to the end of the
book. It isn't necessary to believe any of it, or even care if it's true, to enjoy this pilgrimage through another
time and place. --Valerie Ryan

From Publishers Weekly
Set in the late 15th century, Sierra's first book translated into English revolves around a papal inquisitor's
investigation into Leonardo da Vinci's alleged heresies and offers a new way of interpreting The Last Supper.
After receiving a series of cryptic messages from "the Soothsayer," who warns the 15th century church that
"art can be employed as a weapon," the Secretariat of Keys of the Papal States dispatches Father Agostino
Leyre on a twofold mission to Milan: identify the Soothsayer and discover what, if any, messages da Vinci is
hiding in the painting. Leyre, who narrates, views the in-progress Last Supper at the Santa Maria delle
Grazie and becomes fascinated. He makes a series of sometimes muddled discoveries about the painting,
leading up to his interpretation of the painting's true meaning (not revealed until the last line of the last page).
Those not well versed in Catholic history may have trouble following the many subplots involving
factionalism and dissent within the church. The combination of code breaking, secrecy, chicanery within the
Catholic Church and a certain artist is by now a familiar one, but Sierra's book, already a bestseller in
Europe, is a fresh contribution to the da Vinci industry. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Sierra's narrative moves smoothly, fluidly...[and makes] art history palatable and exciting." -- Los Angeles



Times

"A fascinating yarn and very well told.... Speaks volumes about Leonardo's mastery with a brush." -- San
Francisco Chronicle

"For fans of religious conspiracy and reinterpretations of religious history." -- The Washington Post

"Offers a new way of interpreting The Last Supper...[and] a fresh contribution to the da Vinci industry." --
Publishers Weekly

"A most satisfying entertainment....The monastic life has not been depicted as vividly by any novelist since
Umberto Eco's bestselling Name of the Rose." -- Daily News (New York)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

The book The Secret Supper: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Secret Supper: A Novel being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Secret Supper: A Novel. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Latasha Sutterfield:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Secret Supper: A Novel book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Cornelius Ryerson:

Beside this specific The Secret Supper: A Novel in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have The Secret Supper: A Novel because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!



Hayden Wright:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Secret Supper: A Novel can give you a lot of
good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Secret Supper: A Novel.
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