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Where do novelists get their 'ideas' from? How do they develop an idea into a
narrative with a specific and individual form? How far is the reception of a work
of fiction conditioned by factors outside the writer's control? In the first part of
this book, in revealing and often amusing reminiscence, David Lodge traces the
history of his recent novel about Henry James, Author, from the very first
mention of the basic idea in his notebook, through the processes of research and
writing, to the publication and reception of the finished book, which was
adversely affected by the appearance of another novel on the same subject some
six months earlier. These two were not the only novels inspired by Henry James
in circulation in the year 2004, a phenomenon which Lodge sees with hindsight
as 'a coincidence waiting to happen', with ironic consequences that the Master
himself might have invented. The essays in the second part pursue the themes of
genesis, composition and reception in the work of other novelists. There are
studies of key works by James himself, H.G.Wells, Vladimir Nabokov,
J.M.Coetzee and Umberto Eco, and essays on the literary sources of Graham
Greene's imagination and on a significant anthology of the 'Best of Young
American Novelists'. Collectively the contents of this book throw a brilliant light
on the dominant literary form of the last two centuries, in its twin aspects as work
of art and commodity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lodge has fashioned a wise and provocative study...far more than the sum of its parts" -- John Banville Irish
Times

About the Author
David Lodge's novels include Changing Places (Hawthornden Prize), How Far Can You Go? (Whitbread
Book of the Year), Small World ( Booker shortlisted), Nice Work (Sunday Express Book of the Year) and A
Man of Parts. He has also written books of literary criticism, including The Art of Fiction. His works have
been translated into 25 languages. He is Emeritus Professor of English Literature at Birmingham and a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, was awarded a CBE and is also a Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et
des Lettres.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Year of Henry
James: The Story of a Novel.

Molly Wilson:

The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Year of Henry James: The Story
of a Novel nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Norman Duque:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,



book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Lloyd Stec:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel
was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Year of Henry James: The Story
of a Novel has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.
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