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Who was the woman who wore the hat | saw in the Jewish Museum? When did
she buy it, and where did she wear it? | wonder if she wore it the day she left
home the last time, that cold, cold day when the Jews were arrested in the
Sguare. It could have been my mother's hat. It could have been my hat . . . or
yours.

This book, a meditation on awoman's hat on display in the Jewish Historical
Museum in Amsterdam, combines a pensive prose poem with arresting collage
artwork. Theillustrations, consisting of pencil drawings, subdued watercolors,
and old photographs, sometimes suggest a distant memory and at other times
bring the reality of the Holocaust into sharp focus. Subtle yet powerful, historical
and personal, this book will have alasting impact on everyone who experiences
it.
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Who was the woman who wore the hat | saw in the Jewish Museum? When did she buy it, and where did she
wear it? | wonder if she wore it the day she | eft home the last time, that cold, cold day when the Jews were
arrested in the Square. It could have been my mother's hat. It could have been my hat . . . or yours.

This book, a meditation on awoman's hat on display in the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam,
combines a pensive prose poem with arresting collage artwork. The illustrations, consisting of pencil
drawings, subdued watercolors, and old photographs, sometimes suggest a distant memory and at other times
bring the reality of the Holocaust into sharp focus. Subtle yet powerful, historical and personal, this book
will have alasting impact on everyone who experiencesit.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 2-5-1n this reflective poem drawn from a visit to the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam, Patz
recalls an exhibit she saw and asks, "Who was the woman/who wore the hat/l saw in the Jewish
Museum?/What was she like?" In proselike poetry, the author poses questions about what the woman ate,
whether she took cream in her coffee, and how she tilted her hat when she wore it. She reflects on whether
the woman wore it the day she was arrested and taken to the Square in the Jewish Quarter. How did she
know what she should pack, "Or how many sweaters/to put on each of her children-." Patz dramatically
states on a spread with white letters against black paper that the hat might have belonged to her mother,
herself, or you, the reader. Sepia-tone drawings and copies of old photographs are intentionally mixed
together in afragmentary manner, so asto "convey a sense of loss," as Patz states in the author's note. Loss is
the perfect word for this simple, mournful poem reminding readers that the victims of the Holocaust went
shopping, drank coffee, and wore hats like everybody else.

Ledlie Barban, Richland County Public Library, Columbia, SC

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 3-6. When author Patz saw an unlabeled woman's hat in a glass case in the Jewish Historical Museum in
Amsterdam, she wondered whose it could be. "Except for the winds of chance," she thought, "I might have
been that woman." She drew the hat in her sketchbook and eventually created this quiet tribute to the
woman--any Jewish woman-- who might have been forced to leave her home in Amsterdam for a cruel fate
in the Nazi extermination camps. Patz combines an accessible prose poem ("What was she like? Did she lie
awake in the morning / and watch / the way | did today, / as dawn brushed light through the sky?') with
collages that blend historical photographs with her own sketches. A chronology of the Holocaust completes
the book, which is as much about trying to personalize history asit is about the Jewish experience of the
Holocaust: "Who was the woman? Whom did she love? And did she put cream in her coffee?' Teachers
might use this subtle, meditative book as a supplement to Holocaust curriculum or as atool to discuss the
study of history itself. Karin Shelson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Nancy Patz has written and illustrated numerous books for young readers and illustrated The Family
Treasury of Jewish Holidays, by Malka Drucker.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Teresa Howard:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Who Was the Woman Who Wore the
Hat? will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Charlotte Bernstein:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Who Was the Woman Who Wore the Hat? book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Who Was
the Woman Who Wore the Hat? content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless
thinking Who Was the Woman Who Wore the Hat? is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Shawn Howe:

This Who Was the Woman Who Wore the Hat? is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Who Was the Woman Who Wore
the Hat? in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Pat Tran:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Who Was the Woman Who Wore the Hat? can be
the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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