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Animism refers to ontologies or worldviews which assign agency and
personhood to human and non-human beings alike. Recent years have seen a
revival of this concept in anthropology, where it is now discussed as an
alternative to modern-Western naturalistic notions of human-environment
relations.

Based on original fieldwork, this book presents a number of case studies of
animism from insular and peninsular Southeast Asia and offers a comprehensive
overview of the phenomenon – its diversity and underlying commonalities and its
resilience in the face of powerful forces of change. Critically engaging with the
current standard notion of animism, based on hunter-gatherer and horticulturalist
societies in other regions, it examines the roles of life forces, souls and spirits in
local cosmologies and indigenous religion. It proposes an expansion of the
concept to societies featuring mixed farming, sacrifice and hierarchy and
explores the question of how non-human agents are created through acts of
attention and communication, touching upon the relationship between animist
ontologies, world religion, and the state.

Shedding new light on Southeast Asian religious ethnographic research, the book
is a significant contribution to anthropological theory and the revitalization of the
concept of animism in the humanities and social sciences.
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Animism refers to ontologies or worldviews which assign agency and personhood to human and non-human
beings alike. Recent years have seen a revival of this concept in anthropology, where it is now discussed as
an alternative to modern-Western naturalistic notions of human-environment relations.

Based on original fieldwork, this book presents a number of case studies of animism from insular and
peninsular Southeast Asia and offers a comprehensive overview of the phenomenon – its diversity and
underlying commonalities and its resilience in the face of powerful forces of change. Critically engaging
with the current standard notion of animism, based on hunter-gatherer and horticulturalist societies in other
regions, it examines the roles of life forces, souls and spirits in local cosmologies and indigenous religion. It
proposes an expansion of the concept to societies featuring mixed farming, sacrifice and hierarchy and
explores the question of how non-human agents are created through acts of attention and communication,
touching upon the relationship between animist ontologies, world religion, and the state.

Shedding new light on Southeast Asian religious ethnographic research, the book is a significant contribution
to anthropological theory and the revitalization of the concept of animism in the humanities and social
sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

These papers are a tremendous addition to comparative studies, Southeast Asian studies theory and methods,
and ethnographic work. Defining and revitalizing animism, the editors bring together original fieldwork from
11 anthropologists. They define animism as the "ontologies or worldviews which assign agency and
personhood to human and non-human beings alike." The German and Swedish editors keep the traditional
theories in play while adding significantly to the body of methodological knowledge. The fieldwork is
exceptional and wide-ranging; each essay serves as a springboard to further examination. This rare volume,
both strong in content and groundbreaking in theory and methods, is a publication of the work on a panel
organized at the sixth Conference of the European Association of Southeast Asian Studies in Gothenburg,
Sweden, in August 2010. An exciting addition to the already powerful Routledge Contemporary Southeast
Asia series. Summing Up: Essential.

L. L. Lam-Easton, California State University, Northridge in CHOICE.

About the Author

Kaj Århem is Emeritus Professor in Social Anthropology at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden. His
previously published books include: Makuna: Portrait of an Amazonian People (1998); Ethnographic
Puzzles (2000) and The Katu Village (2010).

Guido Sprenger is Professor at the Institute of Anthropology, Heidelberg University, Germany. He has
previously published on ritual, exchange, human-environment relations, kinship and social morphology,
cultural identity, and sexuality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

This Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series)
without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
be worry Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) can bring if you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) having
excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.



Steven Williams:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series)
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Animism in Southeast
Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Melissa Sands:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks.
It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is Animism in
Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series).

Dennis Utley:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary
Southeast Asia Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Animism in Southeast Asia (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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