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Does empathy felt while reading fiction actually cultivate a sense of connection,
leading to altruistic actions on behalf of real others? Empathy and the Novel
presents a comprehensive account of the relationships among novel reading,
empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory, neuroscience,
literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen
brings together resources and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the
psychological study of fiction reading. Empathy robustly enters into affective
responses to fiction, yet its role in shaping the behavior of emotional readers has
been debated for three centuries. Keen surveys these debates and illustrates the
techniques that invite empathetic response. She argues that the perception of
fictiveness increases the likelihood of readers' empathy in part by releasing them
from the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others. Narrative
empathy is a strategy and subject of contemporary novelists from around the
world, writers who tacitly endorse the potential universality of human emotions
when they call upon their readers' empathy. If narrative empathy is to be taken
seriously, Keen suggests, then women's reading and responses to popular fiction
occupy a central position in literary inquiry, and cognitive literary studies should
extend its range beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's study extends the
playing field for literature practitioners, causing it to resemble more closely that
wide open landscape inhabited by readers.
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Does empathy felt while reading fiction actually cultivate a sense of connection, leading to altruistic actions
on behalf of real others? Empathy and the Novel presents a comprehensive account of the relationships
among novel reading, empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory, neuroscience,
literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen brings together resources
and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the psychological study of fiction reading. Empathy
robustly enters into affective responses to fiction, yet its role in shaping the behavior of emotional readers
has been debated for three centuries. Keen surveys these debates and illustrates the techniques that invite
empathetic response. She argues that the perception of fictiveness increases the likelihood of readers'
empathy in part by releasing them from the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others.
Narrative empathy is a strategy and subject of contemporary novelists from around the world, writers who
tacitly endorse the potential universality of human emotions when they call upon their readers' empathy. If
narrative empathy is to be taken seriously, Keen suggests, then women's reading and responses to popular
fiction occupy a central position in literary inquiry, and cognitive literary studies should extend its range
beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's study extends the playing field for literature practitioners, causing
it to resemble more closely that wide open landscape inhabited by readers.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Empathy and the Novel. Try to make book Empathy and the Novel as your
pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Donna Casey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Empathy and the Novel will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Stephen Wilson:

The book untitled Empathy and the Novel is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Empathy and the
Novel from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kristi Jones:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Empathy and the Novel it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this



book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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