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Having been state-owned for decades, the railway reform in China confused
many people, particularly in terms of its ownership and property rights
arrangements. Western literature always prescribes that the best model for
railway reform is privatization. China’s leadership has also enunciated the state’s
determination to re-arrange property rights and rejuvenate corporate governance.
But is China’s railway reform really a story of convergence and will the Chinese
government follow the western model of railway reform?

Addressing these questions, this book provides a positive explanation of the
reform in China’s railway sector between 1978 and the dissolution of the
Ministry of Railways. It bridges the socialist reform and transport policy
literature, and studies the empirical changes of the property rights arrangements
in China’s railway system. Refuting the convergence theory, it concludes that the
cyclical reform policies of decentralization and re-centralization were actually an
exploratory and interactive mechanism of "assets discovery" and "assets
recovery". This in-depth study is based on 21 face-to-face interviews with
railway cadres as well as field trips to collect first-hand information in
Guangzhou, Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Wuhan.

As one of the only empirical studies on the reform of the railway sector in China,
this book will be of interest to students and scholars of China studies, Transport
studies and Political Economy.
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Having been state-owned for decades, the railway reform in China confused many people, particularly in
terms of its ownership and property rights arrangements. Western literature always prescribes that the best
model for railway reform is privatization. China’s leadership has also enunciated the state’s determination to
re-arrange property rights and rejuvenate corporate governance. But is China’s railway reform really a story
of convergence and will the Chinese government follow the western model of railway reform?

Addressing these questions, this book provides a positive explanation of the reform in China’s railway sector
between 1978 and the dissolution of the Ministry of Railways. It bridges the socialist reform and transport
policy literature, and studies the empirical changes of the property rights arrangements in China’s railway
system. Refuting the convergence theory, it concludes that the cyclical reform policies of decentralization
and re-centralization were actually an exploratory and interactive mechanism of "assets discovery" and
"assets recovery". This in-depth study is based on 21 face-to-face interviews with railway cadres as well as
field trips to collect first-hand information in Guangzhou, Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Wuhan.

As one of the only empirical studies on the reform of the railway sector in China, this book will be of interest
to students and scholars of China studies, Transport studies and Political Economy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Linda Tjia Yin-nor teaches at the Department of Geography of the University of Hong Kong. She is
affiliated with the Center for Third Sector Studies of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

The book Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Explaining Railway Reform in
China: A Train of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series)? Some of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train
of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Hazel Freese:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for us. The book Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights
Re-arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series) had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights Re-
arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series). You never really feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Danielle Tilley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of
Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series) can give you a lot of buddies



because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights Re-
arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series).

Linda Cooper:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Explaining Railway Reform in China: A
Train of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge Contemporary China Series) to make your own
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Explaining Railway Reform in China: A Train of Property Rights Re-arrangements (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of that time.
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