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Kant after Duchamp brings together eight essays around a central thesis with
many implications for the history of avant-gardes. Although Duchamp's
readymades broke with all previously known styles, de Duve observes that he
made the logic of modernist art practice the subject matter of hiswork, ashiftin
aesthetic judgment that replaced the classical "thisis beautiful” with "thisisart.”
De Duve employs this shift (replacing the word "beauty” by the word "art") in a
rereading of Kant's Critique of Judgment that reveals the hidden links between
the radical experiments of Duchamp and the Dadaists and mainstream pictorial
modernism.
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Editorial Review
Review

Thisisan excellent book. It is clear, careful, erudite, witty, and deep, tremendously illuminating and a
pleasure to read. His command of the philosophical textsis particularly impressive. Asan artist | quite
naturally dismiss the question of whether something | produceis art or not asirrelevant. De Duve is the first
to convince me of the importance and centrality of this question in the history of contemporary art, not only
for critics and aestheticians, but for artists.

(Adrian Piper)

Kant after Duchamp isthe very best example of the kind of multidisciplinary work that is essential to

understanding our historical past and historical present. Even those art theorists and philosophers who
disagree with de Duve will be moved to rethink the theoretical and historical foundations of their most
cherished positions.

(Gregg M. Horowitz, Professor of Philosophy, Vanderbilt University)

Kantian aesthetics has long served as alegitimating force in modernism and is now the nemesis of
postmodernism, but few people with de Duve'sinsightful grasp of art have written so intelligently about the
role of Kantian aesthetic judgement in modernism and postmdoernism. De Duve's archaeological analysisis
urgent and perceptive, hiswriting is engaging and subtle, and the results are as imaginatively argued as they
are philosophically inspiring. Art historians, philosophers, critical theorists, and everyone involved in art will
find this book compelling, for it is, after all, their aesthetic judgement that is at issue here.

(Michael Kelly, Managing Editor of The Journal of Philosophy; Adjunct Associate Professor of Philosophy,
Columbia University)

Thierry de Duve has sought, in this remarkable text, to understand why Marcel Duchamp was such a great
artist." A task that calls upon resources beyond those of art history, art criticism, and aesthetic analysis, of all
which the author is master.... The toneiswry, urbane, informed, and urgent; and it isatribute to his
appreciation of the depth of his subject that he takes us further in our understanding than we have ever seen
before, but leaves us with the sense that more remains to be said than anyone before had imagined.

(Arthur C. Danto, Johnsonian Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Columbia University; and art critic, The
Nation)

Y ou don't have to agree with all of Thierry de Duve's premises and arguments (needlessto say | don't) in
order to recognize that he has written aremarkable book. The essays gathered in Kant After Duchamp mount
the most formidabl e case yet made for Duchamp's importance, and what makes de Duve's achievement all
the more unexpected isthat thisis done by way of an intense engagement with the writings of Duchamp's
seeming opposite, the critic Clement Greenberg. A third constant presence in these pagesis Kant's Critique
of Judgement, which at once governs de Duve's understanding of Greenberg's "formalism” and is itself



brilliantly reinterpreted in the light of Duchamp's readymades. De Duve has always been an independent
thinker. Now he has produced an indispensable book, a brilliant and learned "archaeology" of Duchampian
modernism that is also a highly original contribution to philosophical aesthetics.

(Michael Fried, Herbert Boone Professor of Humanities, The Johns Hopkins University)
About the Author

Thierry de Duve is Director of Studies, Association de préfiguration de I'Ecole des Beaux-ArtsdelaVille de
Paris.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Black:

The book Kant after Duchamp (October Books) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Kant after
Duchamp (October Books)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Kant
after Duchamp (October Books) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

David Goodspeed:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
oneis suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Kant after Duchamp (October Books) as your daily resource
information.

Karl Wolfe;

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Kant after Duchamp (October Books) can give
you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Kant after Duchamp
(October Books).



Robin Lawrence;

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Kant after Duchamp (October Books) was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Kant after Duchamp (October Books) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at al of book are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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