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“Original and awe-inspiring . . . an exhilarating tour of some of the most
profound and important ideas in biology.”?New Scientist

Where does DNA come from? What is consciousness? How did the eye evolve?
Drawing on a treasure trove of new scientific knowledge, Nick Lane expertly
reconstructs evolution’s history by describing its ten greatest inventions?from sex
and warmth to death?resulting in a stunning account of nature’s ingenuity. 20
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In this wonderful book, Lane (Power, Sex, Suicide), a biochemist at University College
London, asks an intriguing and simple question: what were the great biological inventions that led to Earth as
we know it. (He is quick to point out that by œinvention,• he refers to nature's own creativity, not to
intelligent design.) Lane argues that there are 10 such inventions and explores the evolution of each. Not
surprisingly, each of the 10—the origin of life, the creation of DNA, photosynthesis, the evolution of
complex cells, sex, movement, sight, warm bloodedness, consciousness and death—is intricate, its origins
swirling in significant controversy. Drawing on cutting-edge science, Lane does a masterful job of
explaining the science of each, distinguishing what is fairly conclusively known and what is currently
reasonable conjecture. At times he presents some shocking but compelling information. For example, one of
the light-sensitive pigments in human eyes probably arose first in algae, where it can still be found today
helping to maximize photosynthesis. While each of Lane's 10 subjects deserves a book of its own, they come
together to form an elegant, fully satisfying whole. 20 illus. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“The emergence of life itself remains obscure. But as Lane shows with clarity and vigor, fascinating studies
on the subject abound.” (The New York Times)

“Excellent and imaginative and, similar to life itself, the book is full of surprises.” (Nature)

“Lane lays out processes of dizzying complexity in smooth, nimble prose.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“If Charles Darwin sprang from his grave, I would give him this fine book to bring him up to speed.” (Matt
Ridley, author of The Red Queen)

About the Author
Nick Lane is a biochemist in the Department of Genetics, Evolution and Environment at University College
London, and leads the UCL Origins of Life Program. He was awarded the 2015 Biochemical Society Award
for his outstanding contribution to the molecular life sciences. He is the author of Life Ascending: The Ten
Great Inventions of Evolution, which won the 2010 Royal Society Prize for Science Books, as well as
Power, Sex, Suicide: Mitochondria and the Meaning of Life and Oxygen: The Molecule that Made the
World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Spence:

The guide untitled Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely



accurate. You also will get the e-book of Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jacob Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Life Ascending: The Ten Great
Inventions of Evolution that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution become
your personal starter.

Lisa Mercado:

This Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution in your hand like having the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that will?

Audrey Mack:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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