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The success of No 126 Wing began before the D-Day landings, but its
phenomenal performance after the Normandy invasion has no simple
explanation. True, it profited from being in all the right places at all the right
moments during the war - D-Day and the breakout, Falaise Gap, Operation
Market Garden, the winter offensive in the Ardennes, and crossing the Rhine into
Germany. But other wings with 2nd TAF participated in the same operations,
without achieving nearly the same success as No 126.

As a self-contained unit, the five squadrons of Spitfires of No 126 Wing were
self-sufficient in everything they did. When the order came to move - men, fuel,
ammunition and everything vital for its operation picked up and drove to the next
farmer's field or suitable meadow. Often traveling in the dark on bombed out
roads, these ground units did an amazing job of not only finding their new bases
of operation, but preparing the field for the fighters ready for the next day's
flights. Every landing strip was temporary and just miles from the frontline.
Home was a tent, a slit trench a place of safety. Dysentery was a common
companion, making some pilots too weak to fly. Often they were shelled by
German artillery and mortars, and many times they found themselves behind
enemy lines.

This is a truly unique look at one of the most effective air force units ever
devised. Before D-Day 1944, a mobile fighter wing had never been tried before,
but after the Normandy landings the ground forces could not move without their
valuable support. This book examines the wing's operations chapter by chapter as
defined by the major ground operations. It also highlights the effectiveness of the
Spitfire in the fighter-bomber role, as well as in its more familiar air-superiority
mission - the Spitfire clearly dominated the skies over the advancing armies and
proved itself once again to be the most effective fighter of World War 2. But as
successful as the wing was, it was only as strong as the young men who gave so
much of their physical strength, intelligence and courage to make it happen.
Squadron biographies, therefore, are also included, as well as biographies of the
top aces and a close examination of the day-to-day operations of a mobile fighter
wing.
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The success of No 126 Wing began before the D-Day landings, but its phenomenal performance after the
Normandy invasion has no simple explanation. True, it profited from being in all the right places at all the
right moments during the war - D-Day and the breakout, Falaise Gap, Operation Market Garden, the winter
offensive in the Ardennes, and crossing the Rhine into Germany. But other wings with 2nd TAF participated
in the same operations, without achieving nearly the same success as No 126.

As a self-contained unit, the five squadrons of Spitfires of No 126 Wing were self-sufficient in everything
they did. When the order came to move - men, fuel, ammunition and everything vital for its operation picked
up and drove to the next farmer's field or suitable meadow. Often traveling in the dark on bombed out roads,
these ground units did an amazing job of not only finding their new bases of operation, but preparing the
field for the fighters ready for the next day's flights. Every landing strip was temporary and just miles from
the frontline. Home was a tent, a slit trench a place of safety. Dysentery was a common companion, making
some pilots too weak to fly. Often they were shelled by German artillery and mortars, and many times they
found themselves behind enemy lines.

This is a truly unique look at one of the most effective air force units ever devised. Before D-Day 1944, a
mobile fighter wing had never been tried before, but after the Normandy landings the ground forces could
not move without their valuable support. This book examines the wing's operations chapter by chapter as
defined by the major ground operations. It also highlights the effectiveness of the Spitfire in the fighter-
bomber role, as well as in its more familiar air-superiority mission - the Spitfire clearly dominated the skies
over the advancing armies and proved itself once again to be the most effective fighter of World War 2. But
as successful as the wing was, it was only as strong as the young men who gave so much of their physical
strength, intelligence and courage to make it happen. Squadron biographies, therefore, are also included, as
well as biographies of the top aces and a close examination of the day-to-day operations of a mobile fighter
wing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donald Nijboer is a freelance writer who lives in Toronto, Canada. He teaches courses in radio broadcasting
at Humber College of Technology and Advanced Learning. His four books, Cockpit: An Illustrated History
of World War II Aircraft Interiors, Gunner: An Illustrated History of World War II Aircraft Turrets and Gun
Positions, Cockpits of the Cold War and Graphic War - The Secret Aviation Drawings and Illustrations of
World War Two have been published by the Boston Mills Press. He has also written articles for Flight
Journal, Aviation History and Aeroplane Monthly. The author lives in Toronto, Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemary Till:

Here thing why that No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with No 126
Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Tracy Cluck:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Louise O\'Neill:

The guide with title No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) has lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Kenneth Sigler:

You may get this No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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