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The airplane changed the course of history. Above all, it changed the history of
the United States. When the Wright brothers invented their flying machine,
Americanslived in anation of two dimensions, circumscribed by lines drawn on
aconventional map. A century later, their nation existed—in fact, reigned—in
three dimensions. Two million Americans slipped the surly bonds of earth daily,
carried aoft by aircraft operating in every part of the world.

The airplane turned the sky into a new domain of human activity, a fast-
developing frontier. The first to brave that frontier were adventurous young men.
Then came the rich and the hurried. Then just about everybody else. Until now,
no one hastold the story of aviation as one of frontier expansion. David
Courtwright does so in Sky as Frontier. He has written an ambitious history of
American aviation ranging from the patent fight between the Wright brothers and
Glenn Curtiss through the tragedy of 9/11 and the Irag War. Along the way,
Courtwright stops to consider dogfighting, barnstorming, the first air mail pilots,
the development of airlines, air power during World War |1, flight’simpact on
the environment, the troubled space frontier, and how the male-dominated
aviation enterprise was domesticated and democratized.

Aviation’s frontier stage lasted a scant three decades, then vanished as flying
became a settled experience. Sky as Frontier recreates that pioneer world and
shows how commercia and military imperatives destroyed it by routinizing
flight. At bottom, it isthe story of afateful tradeoff. Rationalization killed the
adventure in flying but made possible rapid aerial expansion. With it came
commercia growth and glob8al military reach. In no other country did social life,
business, and military operations become so intertwined with aerospace
advances, or have such large consequences for national power and prestige.
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The airplane changed the course of history. Above al, it changed the history of the United States. When the
Wright brothersinvented their flying machine, Americans lived in a nation of two dimensions, circumscribed
by lines drawn on a conventional map. A century later, their nation existed—in fact, reigned—in three
dimensions. Two million Americans dlipped the surly bonds of earth daily, carried aoft by aircraft operating
in every part of the world.

The airplane turned the sky into a new domain of human activity, a fast-developing frontier. The first to
brave that frontier were adventurous young men. Then came the rich and the hurried. Then just about
everybody else. Until now, no one has told the story of aviation as one of frontier expansion. David
Courtwright does so in Sky as Frontier. He has written an ambitious history of American aviation ranging
from the patent fight between the Wright brothers and Glenn Curtiss through the tragedy of 9/11 and the Irag
War. Along the way, Courtwright stops to consider dogfighting, barnstorming, the first air mail pilots, the
development of airlines, air power during World War I, flight’simpact on the environment, the troubled
space frontier, and how the male-dominated aviation enterprise was domesticated and democratized.

Aviation'sfrontier stage lasted a scant three decades, then vanished as flying became a settled experience.
Sky as Frontier recreates that pioneer world and shows how commercial and military imperatives destroyed
it by routinizing flight. At bottom, it isthe story of afateful tradeoff. Rationalization killed the adventurein
flying but made possible rapid aerial expansion. With it came commercial growth and glob8al military reach.
In no other country did socia life, business, and military operations become so intertwined with aerospace
advances, or have such large consequences for national power and prestige.
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Editorial Review

Review

". .. awonderful source of aeronautical ideas and information. It is also an excellent and entertaining read.
Courtwright has an enviable eye for detail and irony . . . impeccably and richly sounded." -- The Journal of
Transport History, October 2006

", .. offersafresh and interesting interpretation of the role of aviation in American culture. . . ." -- The
Journal of American History, December 2005

About the Author

David Courtwright writes about U.S. and world history. His recent books include Violent Land: Sngle Men
and Social Disorder fromthe Frontier to the Inner City and the prize-winning Forces of Habit: Drugs and
the Making of the Modern World. He livesin Jacksonville and teaches at the University of North Florida.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ashley Parra:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Sky as
Frontier: Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series)? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Bradley:

The book Sky as Frontier: Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
looking at abook Sky as Frontier: Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series) to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like available and read a e-book Sky as
Frontier: Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Bunnell:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television



programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sky as Frontier:
Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Donna Moor e

Y ou will get this Sky as Frontier: Adventure, Aviation, and Empire (Centennial of Flight Series) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to
choose right ways for you.
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