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Applying the concept of historical waves originally propounded by Alvin Toffler
in The Third Wave, Herman Maynard and Susan Mehrtens look toward the next
century and foresee a ""Fourth Wave, "" an era of integration and responsibility
far beyond Toffler's revolutionary description of Third Wave postindustrial
society. Whether we attain this stage of global well-being, however, will depend
on how well our business institutions are able to adapt and change. The Fourth
Wave examines the ways business has changed in the Second and Third Waves
and describes ways it must continue to change in the Fourth. The changes
concern the basics - how an institution is organized, how it defines wealth, how it
relates to surrounding communities, how it responds to environmental needs, and
how it takes part in the political process. The authors also demonstrate the need
for a new kind of leadership - managers and CEOs who embrace an attitude of
global stewardship; who define their assets as ideas, information, creativity, and
vision; and who strive for seamless boundaries between work and private lives
for all employees.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This prediction of a benevolent role for corporations in 21st-century society synthesizes recent academic
thinking (some 500 titles are listed in a bibliography) to suggest that a "fourth wave" integrating life and
social responsibility will transcend the agricultural, industrial and cultural interdependency waves of human
development. Former DuPont executive Maynard and Mehrtens ( Earthkeeping ) envision big-business
leadership in such areas as environmental "health of the planet" and whole-life concerns for employees (who
will become part-owners) and their families in a "community model" business structure of "shared vision,
principles and values." While citing signs of such progress and mandating much more, the authors never
quite identify the forces which are expected to convert a competitive, profit-seeking, hierarchical institution-
-the corporation--into a democratic, "intuitive" and "biopolitical" social instrument.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
Maynard and Mehrtens are two of the more brilliant futurists we have on the planet today. Their ideas of
what business will be in the future as described in The Fourth Wave are radical, exciting, and rich with
creative new direction.

From The New Yorker
A thought-provoking book which will contribute constructively to the dialogue about the new role of
business on the planet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Fourth Wave: Business
in the 21st Century. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Pearlie Henry:

Here thing why this The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Fourth Wave:
Business in the 21st Century. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century
in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Auclair:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

George Privette:

The book untitled The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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