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Stalin had never been able to shake off the nightmare of Adolf Hitler. Just as in
1941 he refused to understand that Hitler had broken their non-aggression pact,
he was in 1945 unwilling to believe that the dictator had committed suicide in the
debris of the Berlin bunker. In his paranoia, Stalin ordered his secret police, the
NKVD, precursor to the KGB, to explore in detail every last vestige of the
private life of the only man he considered a worthy opponent, and to clarify
beyond doubt the circumstances of his death.

For months two captives of the Soviet Army--Otto Guensche, Hitler's adjutant,
and Heinz Linge, his personal valet--were interrogated daily, their stories
crosschecked, until the NKVD were convinced that they had the fullest possible
account of the life of the Führer. In 1949 they presented their work, in a single
copy, to Stalin. It is as remarkable for the depth of its insight into Adolf Hitler--
from his specific directions to Linge as to how his body was to be burned, to his
sense of humor--as for what it does not say, reflecting the prejudices of the
intended reader: Joseph Stalin. Nowhere, for instance, does the dossier criticize
Hitler's treatment of the Jews.

Today, the 413-page original of Stalin's personal biography of Hitler is a Kremlin
treasure and it is said to be held in President Putin's safe. The only other copy,
made by order of Stalin's successor, Nikita Khrushchev, in 1959, was deposited
in Moscow Party archives under the code number 462A. It was there that Henrik
Eberle and Matthias Uhl, two German historians, found it. Available to the public
in full for the first time, The Hitler Book presents a captivating, astonishing, and
deeply revealing portrait of Hitler, Stalin, and the mutual antagonism of these
two dictators, who between them wrought devastation on the European continent.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Even after Hitler's death, Stalin remained so intrigued by his nemesis that he commissioned a top-secret
dossier detailing every aspect of the late dictator's private life, political behavior and personality. The
result—File No. 462a, now known as The Hitler Book—was discovered hidden in the Soviet archives just
two years ago by Uhl, of the Institute of Contemporary History in Munich and Berlin, who presents it with
Eberle, a historian at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg. Much of its material was extracted, not
entirely voluntarily, from two of Hitler's captured SS aides, though one should avoid taking all their gossip
too literally, for the book reveals as much about the Soviet mentality as about the German. The dossier's
authors, after all, appreciated the regime's need to present Hitler as a degenerate, drug-addicted tool of
German imperialist capitalism. Their lives depended on how well they understood that unwritten imperative.
To that end, the text is silent about the Nazi-Soviet Pact and, owing to Stalin's paranoid anti-Semitism, about
the Holocaust. This revelatory document was an extraordinary find and gives an absorbing, truly disturbing,
account of Hitler and his demonic court. B&w photos. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"This revelatory document was an extraordinary find and gives an absorbing, truly disturbing, account of
Hitler and his demonic court."

""This revelatory document was an extraordinary find and gives an absorbing, truly disturbing, account of
Hitler and his demonic court.""

About the Author

Henrik Eberle, a freelance journalist and historian, completed his PhD dissertation in 2002 on the scientific
policies of National Socialism. He currently teaches history at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg.
Matthias Uhl received his PhD in 2000 in East European History at the Martin Luther University Halle-
Wittenberg. He currently is on staff at the Institute of Contemporary History in Munich and Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the
Interrogations of Otto Guensche and Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides book is readable through
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected
with The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto Guensche and
Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto



Guensche and Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Yvonne Speight:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto
Guensche and Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Frances Fortier:

This The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto Guensche and
Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Hitler Book: The Secret
Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto Guensche and Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest
Personal Aides in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Estela Gillard:

You will get this The Hitler Book: The Secret Dossier Prepared for Stalin from the Interrogations of Otto
Guensche and Heinze Linge, Hitler's Closest Personal Aides by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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