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From one of the world’s best-known development economists—an
excoriating attack on the tragic hubris of the West’s efforts to improve the
lot of the so-called developing world

In his previous book, The Elusive Quest for Growth, William Easterly criticized
the utter ineffectiveness of Western organizations to mitigate global poverty, and
he was promptly fired by his then-employer, the World Bank. The White Man’s
Burden is his widely anticipated counterpunch—a brilliant and blistering
indictment of the West’s economic policies for the world’s poor. Sometimes
angry, sometimes irreverent, but always clear-eyed and rigorous, Easterly argues
that we in the West need to face our own history of ineptitude and draw the
proper conclusions, especially at a time when the question of our ability to
transplant Western institutions has become one of the most pressing issues we
face.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
No one who attacks the humanitarian aid establishment is going to win any popularity contests, but, neither,
it seems, is that establishment winning any contests with the people it is supposed to be helping. Easterly, an
NYU economics professor and a former research economist at the World Bank, brazenly contends that the
West has failed, and continues to fail, to enact its ill-formed, utopian aid plans because, like the colonialists
of old, it assumes it knows what is best for everyone. Existing aid strategies, Easterly argues, provide neither
accountability nor feedback. Without accountability for failures, he says, broken economic systems are never
fixed. And without feedback from the poor who need the aid, no one in charge really understands exactly
what trouble spots need fixing. True victories against poverty, he demonstrates, are most often achieved
through indigenous, ground-level planning. Except in its early chapters, where Easterly builds his strategic
platform atop a tower of statistical analyses, the book's wry, cynical prose is highly accessible. Readers will
come away with a clear sense of how orthodox methods of poverty reduction do not help, and can sometimes
worsen, poor economies. (Mar. 20)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* As the dictator of Haiti for decades, Papa Doc Duvalier had good reasons--tens of millions
of them--to praise international aid agencies for their generosity. As a former analyst in the World Bank
system that coordinates such generosity, Easterly thinks it is time to start listening to people other than
corrupt dictators and self-congratulatory bureaucrats in assessing international-aid projects. Though he
acknowledges that such projects have succeeded in some tasks--reducing infant mortality, for example--
Easterly adduces sobering evidence that Western nations have accomplished depressingly little with the
trillions they have spent on foreign aid. That evidence suggests that in some countries--including Haiti,
Zaire, and Angola--foreign aid has actually intensified the suffering of the poor. By examining the tortured
history of several aid initiatives, he shows how blind and arrogant Western aid officers have imposed on
helpless clients a postmodern neocolonialism of political manipulation and economic dependency, stifling
democracy and local enterprise in the process. Easterly forcefully argues that an ambitious new round of
Western aid programs will help the suffering poor only if those who manage them wake up from the
ideological fantasy of global omniscience and begin the difficult search for piecemeal local approaches,
rigorously monitoring the results of every project. Proffering no blueprint for bringing poverty and disease to
an end, Easterly does set the terms for a debate over how to give foreign aid a new start. Bryce Christensen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Brilliant at diagnosing the failings of Western intervention in the Third World." -BusinessWeek

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The White Man's Burden: Why
the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good to read.

William Burns:

The particular book The White Man's Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much
Ill and So Little Good will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The
White Man's Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Chester Hassel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The White Man's
Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good.

Catharine Rosol:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The White Man's Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest
Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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