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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided
with a rise in curiosity about China on the part of the Western world.  As the
number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased, early photographs
of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the
Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the
19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. The
photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social
landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power changed the country forever.
The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history
associated with a time of significant historical change. 
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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided with a rise in curiosity about
China on the part of the Western world.  As the number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased,
early photographs of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the Celestials assembles
250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by
the Western camera lens. The photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the serene provides a
multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power
changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated with a time of
significant historical change. 
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Among the Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and
the first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. . .This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multi-dimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s
ascent to power changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are
both beautiful and moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated
with a time of significant historical change.’—The Independent on Sunday
 
(The Independent on Sunday 2014-09-21)

About the Author

Ferry Bertholet is an artist, author, and collector. Lambert van der Aalsvoort is an historian, author, and
collector. Régine Thiriez is a researcher in 19th-century photography in China.  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that
is look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs
(Mercatorfonds) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.

Sandra Snyder:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Among the Celestials: China in Early
Photographs (Mercatorfonds) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Among
the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds).



Angel Huitt:

You can find this Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Brenda Carey:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just in search of the Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs
(Mercatorfonds) when you required it?
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