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Like lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs zoom/down field/eyes fixed/on the
checkered ball/on the goal/ten yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/

can’t nobody cop you...

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer,
family, love, and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the
power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and
tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and
sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, arapping librarian who gives Nick
inspiring books to read.

This électric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends and
breaks asit captures al the thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a World
Cup match!
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yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/

can’'t nobody cop you...

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer, family, love, and friendship,
take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home,
stands up to abully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and
sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, arapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.

This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends and breaks as it captures al the
thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 6-10-Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer, and he and his best friend Coby have big plans for winning the
Dr. Pepper Dallas Cup, the renowned world youth soccer tournament, even though they will be playing on
opposing teams. Besides the big game, Nick has alot of other things on his mind. For one thing, his mother
wants to move away to pursue her dream of training race horses, and his linguistics professor father is
pressuring him to improve his vocabulary by reading the dictionary. Throw in the twin eighth-grade tyrants
who relentlessly want to pound him and weekly lessons at Miss Quattlebaum's School of Ballroom Dance &
Etiquette, and hislife at Langston Hughes Magnet School of the Artsis pretty hectic. But school isalso
where "the Mac" can be found, Langston's resident rapping, dragonfly-loving, red mohawk-wearing librarian
and Nick's favorite adult. And then there's April, Nick's current crush. Newbery-winning poet Alexander
once again bringsto life anovel in verse that equally captures the rapid-fire excitement of a soccer match
and the palpable pain of ayoung boy whose family is falling apart. Peppered throughout are useful and
amusing vocabulary words as well as wise-cracking yet sage life lessons from a beloved librarian. Authentic
characters and amusing situations abound, making this story one that will be welcomed by readers of all
levels. VERDICT Another winning goal for Alexander and middle school readers alike.-Carol Connor,
Cincinnati Public Schools, OHa(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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New York Times Bestseller

San Francisco Chronicle Best of 2016

Washington Post Best of 2016

Book Page Best of 2016

"A novel about a soccer-obsessed tween boy written entirely in verse? In aword, yes.Kwame Alexander has
the magic to pull off this unlikely feat, both as a poet and as a storyteller. " —The Chicago Tribune

"Thislively, touching middle school soccer story isfull of fun." —Common Sense Media
* "A satisfying, winning read.” —Kirkus, STARRED review

* " Alexander skillfully juggles verse styles to realistically capture Nick's humor and smarts, passion for
soccer, and vulnerability when being bullied, having surgery, or facing his parents' troubled marriage.
Emotionally resonant and with a pace like a player on a breakaway..." — Publishers Weekly, STARRED
review

* " Alexander understands reluctant readers deeply, and here hands them a protagonist who is himself a
smart, reading-averse kid who just wants to enjoy the words that interest him on his own terms. With
accessible poetic forms and engaging formatting, Booked ' s pages will be turned swiftly and
enthusiastically." — Horn BookMagazine, STARRED review



* "Middle-school readers and their advocates will surely love Alexander’ s joyous word play and celebration
of reading." — Booklist, STARRED review

"Newbery-winning poet Alexander once again bringsto life anovel in verse that equally captures the rapid-
fire excitement of a soccer match and the palpable pain of ayoung boy whose family isfalling apart.
Another winning goal for Alexander and middle school readers alike." —School Library Journal

"Thisis afantastic book with a never-ending supply of new words like “onomatophobia’ and “yobbery” that
will leave readers full of new words and ideas. Thisis an absolute must-have for any library serving tweens."
— VOYA

"A powerful story that will leave the reader breathless, right to the very end." —BookPage Children's Top
Pick

About the Author

Kwame Alexander is apoet, educator, and New York Times best-selling author of 21 books, including
Booked and The Crossover, which received the 2015 John Newbery Medal for the Most Distinguished
Contribution to American literature for Children, the Coretta Scott King Author Award Honor, The NCTE
Charlotte Huck Honor, the Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award, and the Paterson Poetry Prize. Kwame
writes for children of al ages. His other works include Surf's Up, a picture book, Crush: Love Poems for
Teenagers, and He Said She Said, a Y A novel. He lives with hisfamily in Virginia. Visit Kwame

at kwameal exander.com, on Twitter at @kwameal exander, and on Instagram at @kwamealexander.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
NellieKim:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Booked. All type of book are you able to see
on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Donald Davisson:

The e-book with title Booked includes alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of
benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Andrew Thompson:

This Booked is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who have



always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Booked in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So, thisreally is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Frank Boteho:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is very
important and book asto be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Booked.
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