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Cecilia Sjöholm reads Hannah Arendt as a philosopher of the senses, grappling
with questions of vision, hearing, and touch even in her political work.
Constructing an Arendtian theory of aesthetics from the philosopher's
fragmentary writings on art and perception, Sjöholm begins a vibrant new
chapter in Arendt scholarship that expands her relevance for contemporary
philosophers.

Arendt wrote thoughtfully about the role of sensibility and aesthetic judgment in
political life and on the power of art to enrich human experience. Sjöholm draws
a clear line from Arendt's consideration of these subjects to her reflections on
aesthetic encounters and works of art mentioned in her published writings and
stored among her memorabilia. This delicate effort allows Sjöholm to revisit
Arendt's political concepts of freedom, plurality, and judgment from an aesthetic
point of view and incorporate Arendt's insight into current discussions of
literature, music, theater, and visual art. Though Arendt did not explicitly outline
an aesthetics, Sjöholm's work substantively incorporates her perspective into
contemporary reckonings with radical politics and their relationship to art.
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Cecilia Sjöholm reads Hannah Arendt as a philosopher of the senses, grappling with questions of vision,
hearing, and touch even in her political work. Constructing an Arendtian theory of aesthetics from the
philosopher's fragmentary writings on art and perception, Sjöholm begins a vibrant new chapter in Arendt
scholarship that expands her relevance for contemporary philosophers.

Arendt wrote thoughtfully about the role of sensibility and aesthetic judgment in political life and on the
power of art to enrich human experience. Sjöholm draws a clear line from Arendt's consideration of these
subjects to her reflections on aesthetic encounters and works of art mentioned in her published writings and
stored among her memorabilia. This delicate effort allows Sjöholm to revisit Arendt's political concepts of
freedom, plurality, and judgment from an aesthetic point of view and incorporate Arendt's insight into
current discussions of literature, music, theater, and visual art. Though Arendt did not explicitly outline an
aesthetics, Sjöholm's work substantively incorporates her perspective into contemporary reckonings with
radical politics and their relationship to art.
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Editorial Review

Review
Cecilia Sjöholm provides an original and provocative reinterpretation of the difficult and controversial
philosophical issues in Hannah Arendt's studies, such as embodiment, realness, appearance, judgment, and
the role of sense experience. Doing Aesthetics with Arendt is written with admirable clarity, elegance, and a
sense of its own unique voice. (Ewa Plonowska Ziarek, author of Feminist Aesthetics and the Politics of
Modernism)

In addition to filling a significant hole in existing scholarship, Doing Aesthetics with Arendt performs a
powerful double gesture with far-reaching consequences. The double entendre of the title means both
cultivating an account of aesthetics in which there appeared to be none and, perhaps more fundamentally,
transforming the aesthetic apertures that pre-conceptually determine how a body of work appears. Cecilia
Sjöholm has truly done what appeared impossible by doing aesthetics with Arendt. (Gabriel Rockhill, author
of Radical History and the Politics of Art)

With its insistent references to the spaces of appearances and new beginnings, to judgment and narrative, and
to perspectives and plurality, Hannah Arendt's philosophy is thoroughly and emphatically structured by
aesthetic categories, which no reader could have failed to notice. Bringing these categories?and some new
ones: the sense of 'realness' and the 'sounding' of the language of love?into orderly, pointed, and illuminating
focus, Cecilia Sjöholm has compellingly and beautifully constructed for us Arendt's unwritten aesthetics. By
allowing Arendt's aesthetic doctrine to so perspicuously come into view, Sjöholm has placed us all in her
debt. (J. M. Bernstein, New School for Social Research)

About the Author
Cecilia Sjöholm is professor of aesthetics at Södertörn University. Her research focuses on issues in
phenomenology and aesthetics, with a particular emphasis on the history of aesthetics and its relation to
politics. Her books include Regionality/Mondiality: Perspectives on Art, Aesthetics, and Globalization (with
Charlotte Bydler); Kristeva and the Political; and The Antigone Complex: Ethics and the Invention of
Feminine Desire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Doing Aesthetics with Arendt: How to See
Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Doing Aesthetics with Arendt:
How to See Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.



Donna Nichols:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Doing
Aesthetics with Arendt: How to See Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the
Arts) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Doing Aesthetics with Arendt: How to See Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and
the Arts)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Abrams:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Doing Aesthetics with Arendt:
How to See Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can be the solution, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Roy Taylor:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Doing Aesthetics with Arendt: How to See Things
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Doing Aesthetics with Arendt: How to See Things (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social
Criticism, and the Arts).
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