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There are moments when things suddenly seem strange?objects in the world lose
their meaning, we feel like strangers to ourselves, or human existence itself
strikes us as bizarre and unintelligible. Through a detailed philosophical
investigation of Heidegger’s concept of uncanniness (Unheimlichkeit), Katherine
Withy explores what such experiences reveal about us. She argues that while
others (such as Freud, in his seminal psychoanalytic essay, “The Uncanny”) take
uncanniness to be an affective quality of strangeness or eeriness, Heidegger uses
the concept to go beyond feeling uncanny to reach the ground of this feeling in
our being uncanny.

Heidegger on Being Uncanny answers those who wonder whether human
existence is fundamentally strange to itself by showing that we can be what we
are only if we do not fully understand what it is to be us. This fundamental
finitude in our self-understanding is our uncanniness. In this first dedicated
interpretation of Heidegger’s uncanniness, Withy tracks this concept from his
early analyses of angst through his later interpretations of the choral ode from
Sophocles’s Antigone. Her interpretation uncovers a novel and robust continuity
in Heidegger’s thought and in his vision of the human being as uncanny, and it
points the way toward what it is to live well as an uncanny human being.
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strangers to ourselves, or human existence itself strikes us as bizarre and unintelligible. Through a detailed
philosophical investigation of Heidegger’s concept of uncanniness (Unheimlichkeit), Katherine Withy
explores what such experiences reveal about us. She argues that while others (such as Freud, in his seminal
psychoanalytic essay, “The Uncanny”) take uncanniness to be an affective quality of strangeness or eeriness,
Heidegger uses the concept to go beyond feeling uncanny to reach the ground of this feeling in our being
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Heidegger on Being Uncanny answers those who wonder whether human existence is fundamentally strange
to itself by showing that we can be what we are only if we do not fully understand what it is to be us. This
fundamental finitude in our self-understanding is our uncanniness. In this first dedicated interpretation of
Heidegger’s uncanniness, Withy tracks this concept from his early analyses of angst through his later
interpretations of the choral ode from Sophocles’s Antigone. Her interpretation uncovers a novel and robust
continuity in Heidegger’s thought and in his vision of the human being as uncanny, and it points the way
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is an excellent piece of philosophy and scholarship. Withy offers a more complete and compelling
account of the concept of the uncanny (unheimlich) in Heidegger's thought than anything currently available
in the secondary literature. (Taylor Carman, Barnard College)

This is a superb book, remarkable simultaneously for the clarity and insight with which it guides the reader
through some tangled philosophical, psychological, and literary thickets, and for its philosophical depth as a
reading of Heidegger, why Heidegger matters, and how Heidegger’s work illuminates our own projects and
inquiries. (Joseph Rouse, Wesleyan University)

About the Author
Katherine Withy is Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Carroll:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Heidegger on Being Uncanny book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Pauline Stern:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Heidegger on Being Uncanny book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Heidegger on
Being Uncanny content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Heidegger on
Being Uncanny is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Bruce Herrera:

The knowledge that you get from Heidegger on Being Uncanny is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Heidegger on Being Uncanny giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this



book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular Heidegger on Being Uncanny instantly.

Laurie Cales:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Heidegger on
Being Uncanny. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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