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This is the first time one of the most important of Lukács' early theoretical
writings, published in Germany in 1923, has been made available in English. The
book consists of a series of essays treating, among other topics, the definition of
orthodox Marxism, the question of legality and illegality, Rosa Luxemburg as a
Marxist, the changing function of Historic Marxism, class consciousness, and the
substantiation and consciousness of the Proletariat. Writing in 1968, on the
occasion of the appearance of his collected works, Lukács evaluated the
influence of this book as follows:

"For the historical effect of History and Class Consciousness and also for the
actuality of the present time one problem is of decisive importance: alienation,
which is here treated for the first time since Marx as the central question of a
revolutionary critique of capitalism, and whose historical as well as
methodological origins are deeply rooted in Hegelian dialectic. It goes without
saying that the problem was omnipresent. A few years after History and Class
Consciousness was published, it was moved into the focus of philosophical
discussion by Heidegger in his Being and Time, a place which it maintains to this
day largely as a result of the position occupied by Sartre and his followers. The
philologic question raised by L. Goldmann, who considered Heidegger's work
partly as a polemic reply to my (admittedly unnamed) work, need not be
discussed here. It suffices today to say that the problem was in the air,
particularly if we analyze its background in detail in order to clarify its effect, the
mixture of Marxist and Existentialist thought processes, which prevailed
especially in France immediately after the Second World War. In this connection
priorities, influences, and so on are not particularly significant. What is important
is that the alienation of man was recognized and appreciated as the central
problem of the time in which we live, by bourgeois as well as proletarian, by
politically rightist and leftist thinkers. Thus, History and Class Consciousness
exerted a profound effect in the circles of the youthful intelligentsia."
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This is the first time one of the most important of Lukács' early theoretical writings, published in Germany in
1923, has been made available in English. The book consists of a series of essays treating, among other
topics, the definition of orthodox Marxism, the question of legality and illegality, Rosa Luxemburg as a
Marxist, the changing function of Historic Marxism, class consciousness, and the substantiation and
consciousness of the Proletariat. Writing in 1968, on the occasion of the appearance of his collected works,
Lukács evaluated the influence of this book as follows:

"For the historical effect of History and Class Consciousness and also for the actuality of the present time
one problem is of decisive importance: alienation, which is here treated for the first time since Marx as the
central question of a revolutionary critique of capitalism, and whose historical as well as methodological
origins are deeply rooted in Hegelian dialectic. It goes without saying that the problem was omnipresent. A
few years after History and Class Consciousness was published, it was moved into the focus of philosophical
discussion by Heidegger in his Being and Time, a place which it maintains to this day largely as a result of
the position occupied by Sartre and his followers. The philologic question raised by L. Goldmann, who
considered Heidegger's work partly as a polemic reply to my (admittedly unnamed) work, need not be
discussed here. It suffices today to say that the problem was in the air, particularly if we analyze its
background in detail in order to clarify its effect, the mixture of Marxist and Existentialist thought processes,
which prevailed especially in France immediately after the Second World War. In this connection priorities,
influences, and so on are not particularly significant. What is important is that the alienation of man was
recognized and appreciated as the central problem of the time in which we live, by bourgeois as well as
proletarian, by politically rightist and leftist thinkers. Thus, History and Class Consciousness exerted a
profound effect in the circles of the youthful intelligentsia."
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Editorial Review

Review

George Lukacs's History and Class Consciousness is a truly extraordinary work, and its English translation,
after almost fifty years of neglect by English and American publishers, is a major event...The full quality of
Lukacs's brilliance is most powerfully manifested in this 'youthful' work (done when merely 38!), where he
reveals himself as by far and away the most talented philosopher among 20th-century Marxists, and as their
most penetrating critic of contemporary culture...he is a major stimulus in the development of what is
certainly the most creative school of social theorists in the 20th century, and of whom Herbert Marcuse is
only the best-known member. For all this, then, we owe homage to Georg Lukacs.

(Alvin W. Gouldner New York Times Book Review)

From the Back Cover
'George Lukacs's History and Class Consciousness is a truly extraordinary work, and its English translation,
after almost fifty years of neglect by English and American publishers, is a major event...The full quality of
Lukacs's brilliance is most powerfully manifested in this 'youthful' work (done when merely 38), where he
reveals himself as by far and away the most talented philosopher among 20th-century Marxists, and as their
most penetrating critic of contemporary culture.' -Alvin W. Gouldner, New York Times Book Review.

About the Author
Georg Lukács was a Hungarian Marxist philosopher, aesthetician, literary historian, and critic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific History and Class Consciousness: Studies in
Marxist Dialectics book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Dane People:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
History and Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The History and Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics giving



you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Hazel Makowski:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
History and Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Dora Dickey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims History and
Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics.
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