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Exploring the personification of evil, through the ages and across cultures, a
French historian and critic shows that our image of Satan - the antithesis of God
and good - was a concept unknown to the Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, Hindus
and Chinese. The Devil as we know him was probably invented in Persia six
centuries before Christ, by Zoroastrian high priests eager to demonize their
adversaries and aid their own political machinations. The image of evil has been
a useful tool of political power ever since, from the proponents of the Spanish
Inquisition to the Cold Warriors, fundamentalists and proponents of "ethnic
cleansing" of our own time. Gerald Messadie's historical references and broad
cultural analysis aim to show that it is precisely a belief in the Devil that lies at
the root of contemporary religious fanaticism.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Now that God's biography has been written, by Jack Miles, it's time to give the Devil his due. Messadie's
book is the finest of the legion of recent books released about the archfiend and his cohorts. Using a
comparative and phenomenological approach, the author traces the idea of the Devil from ancient Greece
and India to contemporary Western culture. What emerges from Messadie's explorations is that the Devil is a
very recent concept, arising primarily out of Zoroastrianism in Persia in the sixth century B.C. In that
religion, a personified evil being is coexistent and coeval with a personification of the good, and Messadie
examines how that dualism has slipped into Christianity, in particular. Thus the author concludes, on the
basis of careful historical study, that the Devil does not exist in societies where the need for a force opposing
the good is absent. Finally, Messadie aptly demonstrates how people in contemporary culture, in the absence
of the personification of evil, use the Devil to vilify their enemies and to promote hatred.

Copyright 1996 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Given the great success of books about angels, is it any surprise that the Fallen Angel himself, the devil,
wants to horn in on the territory? Actually, Messadie's book is a comparative historical study of the
development of the concept of the devil in different cultures, from ancient Oceania to 20th-century Europe
and America. While the idea of the devil as evil personified is often absent from Eastern cultures, such an
idea is common to many Western cultures. Yet Messadie's conclusions call into question the existence in the
late 20th century of a personified evil figure whose presence often becomes the pretext for human abdication
of moral responsibility. Massadie's highly engaging and provocative cultural history is essential for most
libraries.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book History of the
Devil. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.



Donald Davisson:

Here thing why this specific History of the Devil are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
History of the Devil giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no book that similar with History of the Devil. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of History of the Devil in e-book can be
your choice.

Daniel Ellis:

The book untitled History of the Devil is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of History of the Devil from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Chris Robins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting History of the Devil that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you can pick History of the Devil become your own starter.
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