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Hidden Essence of the Martial Arts and the Spirit of the Samurai

Japanese history is replete with great sword masters. Legendary figures such as
Koizumi Isenokami, Tsukahara Bokuden, Yagyu Munenori, Miyamoto Musashi,
and Ito Ittosai have been revered as deities for countless years, forged into the
history of Japan's martial arts. But there were also many lesser known samurai
who carried the spirit of Bushido, Tirelessly devoting themselves to Japan's
martial traditions and mastering their many fighting forms. Japan's rich legacy of
swordsmanship has been passed on through these generations of samurai, who
developed many techniques using the long sword, short sword, and Ninja sword,
among others.

In this book, Masaaki Hatsumi, the most renonwned Budo and Ninja grandmaster
in the world, explores the venerable history of Japanese sword fighting, sharing
with the reader his reflections on the hidden essence of this revered martial art.
He covers a variety of classical techniques including Ninja kenpo, Yagyu
Shinkage-ryu, as well as two-sword techniques. Drawing on his deep knowledge,
the author demonstrates advenced, practical applications of the art, using the
stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. More mysterious, secret techniques are
also discussed, including those involving armor, and the variety of renowned
mutodori (no-sword) forms-the ultimate martial skill of the samurai. Works of
calligraphy by famous samurai masters, such as Asari Matashichiro and
Yamaoka Tesshu, accompany the descriptions, as well as important historical
scrolls and an array of lavish illustrations that help demonstrate the grace and
beauty of Japanese sword fighting.

After his highly acclaimed works The Way of the Ninja and Advanced Stick
Fighting, Masaaki Hatsumi continues to pursue his life's ambition of fostering
and spreading Budo throughout the world, with this definitive book on the art of
Japanese sword fighting. Within his technical descriptions and musings on the
history of Bushido, Hatsumi's philosophy of promoting a world of peace and
tolerance is ever present, as is his firm belief in the universality of Budo,
espoused in his own words: ". . . if the seed of Japan's Budo is planted anywhere
in the world, it will continue to grow and flourish."
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generations of samurai, who developed many techniques using the long sword, short sword, and Ninja
sword, among others.

In this book, Masaaki Hatsumi, the most renonwned Budo and Ninja grandmaster in the world, explores the
venerable history of Japanese sword fighting, sharing with the reader his reflections on the hidden essence of
this revered martial art. He covers a variety of classical techniques including Ninja kenpo, Yagyu Shinkage-
ryu, as well as two-sword techniques. Drawing on his deep knowledge, the author demonstrates advenced,
practical applications of the art, using the stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. More mysterious, secret
techniques are also discussed, including those involving armor, and the variety of renowned mutodori (no-
sword) forms-the ultimate martial skill of the samurai. Works of calligraphy by famous samurai masters,
such as Asari Matashichiro and Yamaoka Tesshu, accompany the descriptions, as well as important
historical scrolls and an array of lavish illustrations that help demonstrate the grace and beauty of Japanese
sword fighting.

After his highly acclaimed works The Way of the Ninja and Advanced Stick Fighting, Masaaki Hatsumi
continues to pursue his life's ambition of fostering and spreading Budo throughout the world, with this
definitive book on the art of Japanese sword fighting. Within his technical descriptions and musings on the
history of Bushido, Hatsumi's philosophy of promoting a world of peace and tolerance is ever present, as is
his firm belief in the universality of Budo, espoused in his own words: ". . . if the seed of Japan's Budo is
planted anywhere in the world, it will continue to grow and flourish."
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Editorial Review

Review
"[Masaaki Hatsumi] explores the history of bushido and its legendary figures, and covers a wide variety of
classical techniques as well as the famed two-sword fighting techniques. ... The text is enhanced with works
of calligraphy by famous samurai masters, important historical scrolls, and lavish illustrations that convey
the grace and beauty of sword fighting." -Rafu Shimpo."..Japanese Sword Fighting, a truly "must-have"
manual for Japanese swordsmanship enthusiasts." -Wisconsin Bookwatch

About the Author

Dr. MASAAKI HATSUMI was born in 1931. After progressing through various martial arts, he found his
life's mentor, Takamatsu Toshitsugu, and studied under him for the next fifteen years, becoming the 34th
Grand Master of Togakure-ryu Ninjutsu and eight other arts, which he unified into the Bujinkan system. Dr.
Hatsumi has taught thousands of individual students as well as instructing at law enforcement agencies all
over the world, and has received numerous accolades from politicians and spiritual leaders of many
nationalities. He has also worked as a professional osteopath, acted in a popular television series, is the
author of many books and DVDs on Ninjutsu and Budo, and was for many years Chairman of the
International Department of the Japan Literary Artists' Club.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Barker:

The publication with title Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mohammad Darling:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai.



Jean Proffitt:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Wanda Collins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai can
give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the
Samurai.
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