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An esteemed philosopher offersa vision for the central role of one of our
most cherished?and controversial?ideas.

In thisrigorous distillation of his political philosophy, Philip Pettit, author of the
landmark work Republicanism, champions a simple standard for our most
complex political judgments, offering a challenging ideal that nevertheless holds
out areal prospect for social and democratic progress.

Whereas many thinkers define freedom as the absence of interference?we are |eft
alone to do as we please?Pettit demands that in their basic life choices free
persons should not even be subject to a power of interference on the part of
others. This notion of freedom as non-domination offers a yardstick for gauging
social and democratic progress and provides a simple, unifying standard for
analyzing our most entangled political quandaries.

Pettit reaffirms the ideal, already present in the Roman Republic, of afree
citizenry who enjoy equal status with one another, being individually protected
by alaw that they together control. After sketching afresh history of freedom, he
turnsto the implications of the ideal for social, democratic, and international
justice.

Should the state erect systems for delivering mandatory healthcare coverage to its
citizens? Should voting be a citizen’s only means of influencing political |eaders?
Are the demands of the United Nations to be heeded when they betray the
sovereignty of the state? Pettit shows how these and other questions should be
resolved within a civic republican perspective.

Concise and elegant in itsrhetoric and ultimately radical in its reimagining of our
socia arrangements, Just Freedom is neither atheoretical treatise nor a practical
manifesto, but rather an ardent attempt to elaborate the demands of freedom and
justicein our time.
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An esteemed philosopher offersavision for the central role of one of our most cherished?and
controversial ?ideas.

In thisrigorous distillation of his political philosophy, Philip Pettit, author of the landmark work
Republicanism, champions a simple standard for our most complex political judgments, offering a
challenging ideal that nevertheless holds out areal prospect for social and democratic progress.

Whereas many thinkers define freedom as the absence of interference?we are left alone to do aswe
please?Pettit demands that in their basic life choices free persons should not even be subject to a power of
interference on the part of others. This notion of freedom as non-domination offers a yardstick for gauging
social and democratic progress and provides a simple, unifying standard for analyzing our most entangled
political quandaries.

Pettit reaffirms the ideal, already present in the Roman Republic, of afree citizenry who enjoy equal status
with one another, being individually protected by alaw that they together control. After sketching afresh
history of freedom, he turns to the implications of the ideal for social, democratic, and international justice.

Should the state erect systems for delivering mandatory healthcare coverage to its citizens? Should voting be
acitizen’s only means of influencing political leaders? Are the demands of the United Nations to be heeded
when they betray the sovereignty of the state? Pettit shows how these and other questions should be resolved
within a civic republican perspective.

Concise and elegant in its rhetoric and ultimately radical in its reimagining of our social arrangements, Just
Freedomis neither atheoretical treatise nor a practical manifesto, but rather an ardent attempt to elaborate
the demands of freedom and justice in our time.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

What principle can guide a politically divided world in resolving its most contentious issues? Pettit finds that
principlein the ideal of universal freedom as nondomination. This understanding of freedom, Pettit argues,
inheres in the republican tradition that emerged in the mixed constitution of ancient Rome, celebrated by
Polybius, Cicero, and Livy, atradition renewed in the post-Renaissance political philosophy of Northern
Europe. Further analysis, however, reveals that modern thinkers such as Bentham, Paley, and Mill decisively
broke with that tradition by defining freedom not as nondomination but rather as noninterference. In calling
for atwenty-first-century rehabilitation of the republican understanding of freedom, Pettit advocates
ambitious government efforts to protect all citizens from intimidation, give them resourcesto act on their
free choices, and engage them in a broadly inclusive democracy. To pursue republican freedom in the global
arena, Pettit outlines strategies for international agencies dealing with the prickly sovereignty of each nation
and with glaring international disparitiesin resources. Sure to tir lively debate between progressives and
conservatives. --Bryce Christensen

Review

“Only Philip Pettit could offer usa‘moral GPS' that combines philosophical depth with practical advice for
decision-making on issues ranging from taxation to social insurance to surveillance. | found Just Freedomto
be alively, compelling, and deeply useful book that opened my eyes to new ways of thinking from both an
academic and a policymaking perspective.”

- Anne Marie Slaughter, president and CEO, New America Foundation, and Bert G. Kerstetter ' 66
University Professor Emerita of Politics and I nternational Affairs, Princeton University

“Just Freedomis a comprehensive vision of politics by one of the leading thinkers of our time. With great
clarity and originality, Philip Pettit develops the idea of republican freedom as non-domination and pays
close attention to what it means for institutions. To combine theory and practice in that way is a Herculean
achievement.”

- Rainer Forgt, professor of philosophy and political theory, Goethe University, and winner of the 2012
Leibniz Prize

About the Author

Philip Pettit isthe L. S. Rockefeller University Professor of Politics and Human Values at Princeton
University and Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at the Australian National University. His many books
include Republicanism and On the People’s Terms.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Adam Whittington:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their
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can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guarderia until university need this kind of Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a Complex World
(Norton Global Ethics) to read.

Earline Shepler:

Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a Complex World (Norton Global Ethics) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his’her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a Complex World (Norton Global Ethics) although doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.

Travis Davis;

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work hereis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a Complex World (Norton
Global Ethics) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Barbara Kyle:

Y ou can spend your freetime you just read this book this e-book. This Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a
Complex World (Norton Global Ethics) is simpleto create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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