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In Legislating International Organization, Kathryn Lavelle argues against the
commonly-held idea that key international organizations are entities unto
themselves, immune from the influence and pressures of individual states'
domestic policies. Covering the history of the IMF and World Bank from their
origins, she shows that domestic political constituencies in advanced industrial
states have always been important drivers of international financial institution
policy. Lavelle focuses in particular on the US Congress, tracing its long history
of involvement with these institutions and showing how it wields significant
influence. Drawing from archival research and interviews with members and
staff, Lavelle shows that Congress is not particularly hostile to the
multilateralism inherent in the IMF and World Bank, and has championed them
at several key historical junctures. Congress is not uniformly supportive of these
institutions, however. As Lavelle illustrates, it is more defensive of its
constitutionally designated powers and more open to competing interest group
concerns than legislatures in other advanced industrial states. Legislating
International Organization will reshape how we think about how the U.S.
Congress interacts with international institutions and more broadly about the
relationship of domestic politics to global governance throughout the world. This
is especially relevant given the impact of 2008 financial crisis, which has made
the issue of multilateralism in American politics more important than ever.
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In Legislating International Organization, Kathryn Lavelle argues against the commonly-held idea that key
international organizations are entities unto themselves, immune from the influence and pressures of
individual states' domestic policies. Covering the history of the IMF and World Bank from their origins, she
shows that domestic political constituencies in advanced industrial states have always been important drivers
of international financial institution policy. Lavelle focuses in particular on the US Congress, tracing its long
history of involvement with these institutions and showing how it wields significant influence. Drawing from
archival research and interviews with members and staff, Lavelle shows that Congress is not particularly
hostile to the multilateralism inherent in the IMF and World Bank, and has championed them at several key
historical junctures. Congress is not uniformly supportive of these institutions, however. As Lavelle
illustrates, it is more defensive of its constitutionally designated powers and more open to competing interest
group concerns than legislatures in other advanced industrial states. Legislating International Organization
will reshape how we think about how the U.S. Congress interacts with international institutions and more
broadly about the relationship of domestic politics to global governance throughout the world. This is
especially relevant given the impact of 2008 financial crisis, which has made the issue of multilateralism in
American politics more important than ever.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An important book...Lavelle succeeds handily at documenting the politics of funding the world's most
important public financial institutions from inside the legislature of the world's most powerful country. It is a
'must read' for anyone interested in understanding Congress's role in shaping the activities and agendas of the
IMF and the World Bank."--The Review of International Organizations

About the Author

Kathryn C. Lavelle is Associate Professor of Political Science at Case Western Reserve University, and
author of The Politics of Equity Finance in Emerging Markets (OUP 2004)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Legislating International Organization:
The US Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Cara Fultz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. Legislating International Organization: The US Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank
can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Joan Marcial:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have



read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Legislating International Organization: The US Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Viola Ball:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Legislating International
Organization: The US Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Legislating International
Organization: The US Congress, the IMF, and the World Bank to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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