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In December 2012, the exuberant video "Gangnam Style" became the first
YouTube clip to be viewed more than one billion times. Thousands of its viewers
responded by creating and posting their own variations of the video--"Mitt
Romney Style," "NASA Johnson Style," "Egyptian Style," and many others.
"Gangnam Style" (and its attendant parodies, imitations, and derivations) is one
of the most famous examples of an Internet meme: a piece of digital content that
spreads quickly around the web in various iterations and becomes a shared
cultural experience. In this book, Limor Shifman investigates Internet memes and
what they tell us about digital culture.

Shifman discusses a series of well-known Internet memes -- including "Leave
Britney Alone," the pepper-spraying cop, LOLCats, Scumbag Steve, and Occupy
Wall Street's "We Are the 99 Percent." She offers a novel definition of Internet
memes: digital content units with common characteristics, created with
awareness of each other, and circulated, imitated, and transformed via the
Internet by many users. She differentiates memes from virals; analyzes what
makes memes and virals successful; describes popular meme genres; discusses
memes as new modes of political participation in democratic and nondemocratic
regimes; and examines memes as agents of globalization.

Memes, Shifman argues, encapsulate some of the most fundamental aspects of
the Internet in general and of the participatory Web 2.0 culture in particular.
Internet memes may be entertaining, but in this book Limor Shifman makes a
compelling argument for taking them seriously.
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In December 2012, the exuberant video "Gangnam Style" became the first YouTube clip to be viewed more
than one billion times. Thousands of its viewers responded by creating and posting their own variations of
the video--"Mitt Romney Style," "NASA Johnson Style," "Egyptian Style," and many others. "Gangnam
Style" (and its attendant parodies, imitations, and derivations) is one of the most famous examples of an
Internet meme: a piece of digital content that spreads quickly around the web in various iterations and
becomes a shared cultural experience. In this book, Limor Shifman investigates Internet memes and what
they tell us about digital culture.

Shifman discusses a series of well-known Internet memes -- including "Leave Britney Alone," the pepper-
spraying cop, LOLCats, Scumbag Steve, and Occupy Wall Street's "We Are the 99 Percent." She offers a
novel definition of Internet memes: digital content units with common characteristics, created with
awareness of each other, and circulated, imitated, and transformed via the Internet by many users. She
differentiates memes from virals; analyzes what makes memes and virals successful; describes popular
meme genres; discusses memes as new modes of political participation in democratic and nondemocratic
regimes; and examines memes as agents of globalization.

Memes, Shifman argues, encapsulate some of the most fundamental aspects of the Internet in general and of
the participatory Web 2.0 culture in particular. Internet memes may be entertaining, but in this book Limor
Shifman makes a compelling argument for taking them seriously.
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Editorial Review

Review

Memes in Digital Culture is a superb overview of the study, power and potential of memes. Shifman has
done an exemplary job of balancing an analytical overview of her subject with forays into fascinating
conceptual debates. The book is smart yet accessible, balanced yet provocative. For those seeking to take
their engagement with digital culture to the next level -- or even just to understand what all those cat photos
are about -- Memes in Digital Culture is a must-read.

(Hans Rollman PopMatters)

Memes in Digital Culture accomplishes a great deal in a very efficient package.

(Patrick Sharbaugh Asiascape)

About the Author

Limor Shifman is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Communication and Journalism at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Memes in Digital Culture (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) to read.

Cathy Thomas:

The reason? Because this Memes in Digital Culture (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-



book store hurriedly.

Martha McKee:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Memes
in Digital Culture (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Memes in Digital Culture (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christopher Hardnett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Memes in Digital Culture (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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