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In Rethinking Islam, Katajun Amirpur argues that the West’simpression of Islam
as a backward-looking faith, resistant to post-Enlightenment thinking, is
misleading and—due to its effects on political discourse—damaging. Introducing
readers to key thinkers and activists—such as Abu Zaid, a free-thinking Egyptian
Qur’ an scholar; Abdolkarim Soroush, an academic and former member of
Khomeini’s Cultural Revolution Committee; and Amina Wadud, an American
feminist who was the first woman to lead the faithful in Friday Prayer—Amirpur
reveals a powerful yet lesser-known tradition of inquiry and dissent within Islam,
one that is committed to democracy and human rights. By examining these and
many other similar figures' ideas, she reveals the many ways they reject
fundamentalist assertions and instead call for adiversity of opinion, greater
freedom, and equality of the sexes.
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faith, resistant to post-Enlightenment thinking, is misleading and—due to its effects on political
discourse—damaging. Introducing readers to key thinkers and activists—such as Abu Zaid, afree-thinking
Egyptian Qur’an scholar; Abdolkarim Soroush, an academic and former member of Khomeini’s Cultural
Revolution Committee; and Amina Wadud, an American feminist who was the first woman to lead the
faithful in Friday Prayer—Amirpur reveals a powerful yet lesser-known tradition of inquiry and dissent
within Islam, one that is committed to democracy and human rights. By examining these and many other
similar figures' ideas, she reveal s the many ways they reject fundamentalist assertions and instead call for a
diversity of opinion, greater freedom, and equality of the sexes.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Amirpur’s masterful work on Islamic reform is an excellent exposition of the ideas and intellectual legacy
of notable Muslim scholars who have made the Qur’ an central to their understanding of 1slam and the need
for reform. The richness of the diverse concepts and ideas contained in this volume is worthy of exploration
for those interested in the study of Islam and the importance of the Qur’an in modern Islamic thought.
Amirpur offers athoughtful and erudite examination of the nexus between modernity, the Western
philosophical tradition, and Islam, particularly the Qur’ an, within the ideological framework of some of
Islam’ s most creative modern scholars. Accessible to both scholars and non-specialists, New Thinking in
Islam is recommended reading for anyone concerned with understanding the context and legacy of critical
contemporary Muslim thought and the Muslim intellectual engagement with modernity and reform.”

(Farid Esack, University of Johannesburg)

“A well-crafted and deeply engaging book that captures the nuances and sophistication of recent reformist
Islamic thought. Amirpur offers an insightful and accessible account of the lives and contributions of key
intellectuals, focusing on their novel approaches to the Qur’ an. It is amust-read for anyone interested in the
contemporary Muslim world.”

(ZibaMir-Hosseini, SOAS, University of London)

About the Author

Katajun Amirpur is professor of Islamic studies at Hamburg University and the author of The De-
politicization of Islam and God Is with the Fearless.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lily Tarver:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person
who don' like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom
and Women’'s Rights.

Charles M elendez;

The book New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom and Women's Rights make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make



reading abook New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom and Women’s Rights for being
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a e-book New Thinking
in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom and Women’ s Rights. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jerry Lyon:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of severa
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom and Women’ s Rights, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Stella Keith:

The guide untitled New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy, Freedom and Women's Rightsis the
guide that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of New Thinking in Islam: The Jihad for Democracy,
Freedom and Women'’ s Rights from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.
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