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Social Functions of Synagogue Song: A Durkheimian Approach by Jonathan L.
Friedmann paints a detailed picture of the important role sacred music plays in
Jewish religious communities. This study explores one possible way to approach
the subject of music's intimate connection with public worship: applying
sociologist Émile Durkheim's understanding of ceremonial ritual to synagogue
music. Durkheim observed that religious ceremonies serve disciplinary, cohesive,
revitalizing, and euphoric functions within religious communities. Drawing upon
musical examples from different composers, regions, periods, rites, and services,
Friedmann demonstrates how Jewish sacred music performs these functions.
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Editorial Review

Review
The study of synagogue ritual and prayer has been dominated by research into historical origins and textual
traditions. Friedmann adds a distinctive lens by analyzing synagogue rituals using sociological theory. He
thereby provides insights into the social impact of 'praying' making a vital contribution to the understanding
of praying and the roles and meanings for prayer leaders and congregants. (Joel Gereboff, Arizona State
University)

In this wide ranging and deeply sourced study, Jonathan Friedmann displays both an erudition of knowledge
and a passionate commitment to Jewish sacred music that will inform and inspire readers. Friedmann's lucid
prose, obvious expertise in the Cantorate, and comprehensive understanding of Durkheim's religious theory
further enhances the very substantial value of this unique volume. (Brad Stetson, California State University,
Long Beach)

Jonathan L. Friedmann's work is thoroughly researched, abundantly illustrated, and convincing. As a cantor,
Friedmann provides a unique and valuable perspective that few scholars can begin to approach. More
importantly, he offers a creative and engaging look at the communal functions of synagogue song and, at the
same time, also offers readers a wider comparative application of his four functional categories across
religions and cultures. (Jon R. Stone, California State University, Long Beach)

About the Author
Jonathan L. Friedmann is cantor of Bet Knesset Bamidbar and Congregation P’nai Tikvah, both in Las
Vegas, Nevada. He is also professor of Jewish music history at the Academy for Jewish Religion, California
and the co-founder of two cutting-edge bands: Rabbinical School Dropouts and Elijah’s Chair. Jonathan has
published over 300 popular and peer-reviewed articles, and is the author or editor of ten books, including
Quotations on Jewish Sacred Music (2011) and Emotions in Jewish Music (2012). His regular column on
Jewish music can be read at The Daily Rabbi, an online magazine (www.thedailyrabbi.com).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Social Functions
of Synagogue Song: A Durkheimian Approach? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Todd Jacobs:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make



these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Social Functions of Synagogue Song: A
Durkheimian Approach is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Anthony Rouse:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Social Functions of Synagogue Song: A Durkheimian Approach as the
daily resource information.

Virginia Berry:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Social Functions of Synagogue Song:
A Durkheimian Approach is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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