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Severa years after the Arab Spring began, democracy remains elusive in the
Middle East. The Arab Spring that resides in the popular imagination isonein
which awave of mass mobilization swept the broader Middle East, toppled
dictators, and cleared the way for democracy. The reality isthat few Arab
countries have experienced anything of the sort. While Tunisia made progress
towards some type of constitutionally entrenched participatory rule, the other
countries that overthrew their rulers-Egypt, Y emen, and Libya-remain mired in
authoritarianism and instability. Elsewhere in the Arab world uprisings were
suppressed, subsided or never materialized.

The Arab Spring's modest harvest cries out for explanation. Why did regime
change take place in only four Arab countries and why has democratic change
proved so elusive in the countries that made attempts? This book attempts to
answer those questions. First, by accounting for the full range of variance: from
the absence or failure of uprisingsin such places as Algeriaand Saudi Arabia at
one end to Tunisia's rocky but hopeful transition at the other. Second, by
examining the deep historical and structure variables that determined the balance
of power between incumbents and opposition.

Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds find that the success of domestic uprisings
depended on the absence of a hereditary executive and a dearth of oil rents.
Structural factors aso cast a shadow over the transition process. Even when
opposition forces toppled dictators, prior levels of socioeconomic development
and state strength shaped whether nascent democracy, resurgent authoritarianism,
or unbridled civil war would follow.
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Several years after the Arab Spring began, democracy remains elusive in the Middle East. The Arab Spring
that resides in the popular imagination is one in which awave of mass mobilization swept the broader
Middle East, toppled dictators, and cleared the way for democracy. The redlity is that few Arab countries
have experienced anything of the sort. While Tunisia made progress towards some type of constitutionally
entrenched participatory rule, the other countries that overthrew their rulers-Egypt, Yemen, and Libya-
remain mired in authoritarianism and instability. Elsewhere in the Arab world uprisings were suppressed,
subsided or never materialized.

The Arab Spring's modest harvest cries out for explanation. Why did regime change take place in only four
Arab countries and why has democratic change proved so elusive in the countries that made attempts? This
book attempts to answer those questions. First, by accounting for the full range of variance: from the absence
or failure of uprisingsin such places as Algeria and Saudi Arabia at one end to Tunisia’s rocky but hopeful
transition at the other. Second, by examining the deep historical and structure variables that determined the
balance of power between incumbents and opposition.

Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds find that the success of domestic uprisings depended on the absence of a
hereditary executive and adearth of oil rents. Structural factors also cast a shadow over the transition
process. Even when opposition forces toppled dictators, prior levels of socioeconomic development and state
strength shaped whether nascent democracy, resurgent authoritarianism, or unbridled civil war would follow.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisis quite simply the best analysis of the Arab Spring that | have read. It draws on awealth of social
science and comparative history to evaluate the various reasons for the many failures and few successesin
the regionas recent political development. The conclusions are thoughtful, highly intelligent, and mostly
depressing. But as awork of scholarship and in itsrelevanceto real world issues, thisis extremely
impressive." -Fareed Zakaria, Host of CNN's Fareed Zakaria GPS and columnist with The Washington Post

"Thisisthe best book yet on why the Arab Uprisings proved unable to bring desired changes. Deftly
blending theories of regime change with attention to the details of the uprisings and post-breakdown efforts
to restore order, this authors clearly show why aspirations for democracy were so often disappointed.” -Jack
A. Goldstone, George Mason University and Woodrow Wilson Center

"The uprisings collectively described as the Arab Spring are the most dramatic political events, to date, in
our young century. If we hope to understand this critical region, our current political era, and the prospects
for democracy to take root in unfamiliar soil, we need to make sense of the Arab Spring. Brownlee, Masoud,
and Reynolds are uniquely equipped for thistask, bringing expertise on the history, culture, economy,
geopoalitics, and institutions that drove the uprisings and the politics that followed. The book reveals patterns
amid complexity and separates solid evidence from speculation. We will be debating the Arab Spring for
generations and updating how we understand it. But Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds provide the
foundation. All the scholarship to come will build on this book." -John M. Carey, Dartmouth College

"The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform is one of the most comprehensive accounts of the
politics underlying the Arab Spring. This authoritative and well-researched book is both theoretically
rigorous and empiricaly rich. The authors have put together a magnificent account of the Arab Uprisings.
Anyone interested in acquiring a sophisticated understanding of these events must read this book." -Amaney
Jamal, Edwards S. Sanford Professor of Politics, Princeton University

"Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds have written the first definitive account of The Arab Spring, setting a
high standard by which all future works will be compared. Drawing on their theoretical talents and extensive
regional knowledge, Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds offer a sophisticated argument for far reaching
legacies of authoritarian rule, as well as a compelling explanation for different trajectories from authoritarian
breakdown in the Arab world after 2011. Arab Spring will become must reading for all courses on the
Middle East and comparative politics more generally for years to come." -Michael McFaul, Professor of
Political Science, Stanford University



"By far the most ambitious and convincing analysis of the recent Arab uprisings in comparison to failed and
successful democratic transitionsin the rest of the world." -Alfred Stepan, Wallace Sayre Professor of
Government, Columbia University

"Thisisthe most systematic and analytically rigorous book on the Arab uprisings to date. Even the process
of defining the questions that can and cannot be answered is based on a careful analytical exercise. The core
arguments, which aim to explain why leaders were or were not ousted and why institutional change did or
did not occur in the region, are convincing and well supported theoretically and empirically. Through
meticulous inductive analyses, Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds move beyond the less historically grounded
and more &proximated accounts that have proliferated since the uprisings, highlighting the structural factors
that permitted or constrained the behavior of elites and citizens during and after the uprisings.” -Melani
Cammett, Professor, Government Department, Harvard University

"Thisisthe book with which everyone interested in the Arab upheavals of 2011 must now grapple. It puts
forward parsimonious and counter-intuitive explanations for the different results we see across the Arab
world from those momentous events, and grounds those explanations in sophisticated and informed
empirical analysis. It engages with larger theoretical debates but never loses its focus on the Arab Spring
itself. It is a perfect teaching book, because it makes big argumentsin a clear way. It will define the socia
science debate on the Arab Spring.” -F. Gregory Gause, |11, John H. Lindsey '44 Chair, Professor of
International Affairs, Bush School of Government, Texas A& M University

"The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform explains why the optimism that developed in 2010
and 2011 proved to be unjustified. Inits analysis of the delayed democratic transition in most of the Middle
East, it isincisive, parsimonious, compelling, and--perhaps above allasobering.” -Donald L. Horowitz, James
B. Duke Professor of Law and Political Science Emeritus Duke University, Author of Ethnic Groupsin
Conflict

"The Arab Spring represents an important step forward in the systematic, theoretical analysis of the political
turbulence which rocked the region beginning in late 2010. Placing the region firmly in comparative
perspective and rigoroudly assessing the limited outcomes of the protest wave, The Arab Spring offersa
parsimonious explanation of these events which establishes a new standard for political scientists." -Marc
Lynch, Director, Institute for Middle East Studies and Professor of Political Science, The George
Washington University

About the Author

Jason Brownlee is an associate professor of Government and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of
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Government, where he teaches courses on comparative political institutions, democratization, and Middle
Eastern palitics.

Andrew Reynoldsis an Associate Professor of Political Science at UNC Chapel Hill and the Chair of Global
Studies. Hereceived his M.A. from the University of Cape Town and his Ph.D. from the University of
Cdlifornia, San Diego. His research and teaching focus on democratization, constitutional design and
electoral palitics. Heis particularly interested in the presence and impact of minorities and marginalized
communities.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Williams:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform.
Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Thomas Hayden:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Larry Morris:

This The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for someinformation asit relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Arab Spring:
Pathways of Repression and Reform can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquireitself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel deepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially thisone. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book
sort for your better life and knowledge.



Helen Hanson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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