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Yangsze Choo’s stunning debut, The Ghost Bride, is a startlingly original novel
infused with Chinese folklore, romantic intrigue, and unexpected supernatural
twists.

Li Lan, the daughter of a respectable Chinese family in colonial Malaysia, hopes
for a favorable marriage, but her father has lost his fortune, and she has few
suitors. Instead, the wealthy Lim family urges her to become a “ghost bride” for
their son, who has recently died under mysterious circumstances. Rarely
practiced, a traditional ghost marriage is used to placate a restless spirit. Such a
union would guarantee Li Lan a home for the rest of her days, but at what price?
 
Night after night, Li Lan is drawn into the shadowy parallel world of the Chinese
afterlife, where she must uncover the Lim family’s darkest secrets—and the truth
about her own family.

Reminiscent of Lisa See’s Peony in Love and Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s
Daughter, The Ghost Bride is a wondrous coming-of-age story and from a
remarkable new voice in fiction.
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Yangsze Choo’s stunning debut, The Ghost Bride, is a startlingly original novel infused with Chinese
folklore, romantic intrigue, and unexpected supernatural twists.

Li Lan, the daughter of a respectable Chinese family in colonial Malaysia, hopes for a favorable marriage,
but her father has lost his fortune, and she has few suitors. Instead, the wealthy Lim family urges her to
become a “ghost bride” for their son, who has recently died under mysterious circumstances. Rarely
practiced, a traditional ghost marriage is used to placate a restless spirit. Such a union would guarantee Li
Lan a home for the rest of her days, but at what price?
 
Night after night, Li Lan is drawn into the shadowy parallel world of the Chinese afterlife, where she must
uncover the Lim family’s darkest secrets—and the truth about her own family.

Reminiscent of Lisa See’s Peony in Love and Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter, The Ghost Bride is a
wondrous coming-of-age story and from a remarkable new voice in fiction.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Choo’s remarkably strong and arresting first novel explores the concept of Chinese spirit marriages in late-
nineteenth-century Malaya through the eyes of the highly relatable Li Lan, a poor but spunky young woman,
who is approached by the wealthy family of a dead man to become his bride. Li Lan prefers to rebuff the
unusual offer despite its implications of good social standing and financial rescue for her money-strapped
family. But when her dreams are brusquely invaded by the rather unsavory dead man, Lim Tian Ching, she
realizes she may already be in over her head. Her dead suitor’s living cousin, Tian Bai, now the family heir,
further complicates matters as Li Lan wrestles with her very real attraction to him. As the angry ghost
becomes more possessive in her dreams, and his family more demanding that she marry him, Li Lan’s
involvement with the Lim family becomes even murkier and potentially dangerous. With its gripping tangles
of plot and engaging characters, this truly compelling read is sure to garner much well-deserved attention. --
Julie Trevelyan

Review
“Choo’s clear and charming style creates an alternate reality where the stakes are just as high as in the real
world, combining grounded period storytelling with the supernatural.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Captivating epic . . . [this] impressive first novel takes readers on one of the wildest rides since Alice fell
down the rabbit hole.” (San Jose Mercury News)

“Choo’s remarkably strong and arresting first novel…is sure to garner much well-deserved attention.”
(Booklist)

“Choo’s fascinating debut . . . rich in Chinese folklore, mores and the supernatural…intriguing and
enlightening. A haunting debut.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“Li Lan’s odyssey keeps her on the brink of earthly demise and keeps the reader riveted to the page . . .”
(New York Journal of Books)

“Delicate and thought-provoking . . . sure to be a hit with supernatural and historical fiction fans alike.”
(Library Journal)

“Unlike any book I’ve ever experienced, with its meld of historical fiction coupled with a fascinating culture,
murder mystery, the wandering of spirits of the dead and not-so-dead, romance, and adventures in the
afterworld . . . one revelatory experience after another.” (Bookreporter.com)

From the Back Cover

A wondrous coming-of-age story infused with Chinese folklore, romantic intrigue, adventure, and
fascinating, dreamlike twists

Malaya, 1893 Li Lan, the daughter of a genteel but bankrupt Chinese family, has few prospects. But fate
intervenes when she receives a proposal from the wealthy and powerful Lim family. They want her to
become a ghost bride for the family's only son, who died under mysterious circumstances. Rarely practiced,
ghost marriages are often meant to placate a restless spirit. Such a union would guarantee Li Lan a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


comfortable home for the rest of her days, but at what cost?

As she reluctantly considers the offer, Li Lan is unwillingly drawn into the shadowy parallel world of the
Chinese afterlife, with its ghost cities and vengeful spirits. There Li Lan must uncover the Lim family's
darkest secrets—and the truth about her own family—before she is trapped in this ghostly world forever.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Ghost Bride: A Novel (P.S.) to read.

Martin Herrin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Ghost Bride: A
Novel (P.S.) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Nancy Herman:

Beside this The Ghost Bride: A Novel (P.S.) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Ghost Bride: A Novel (P.S.) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Betty Bass:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Ghost Bride: A Novel (P.S.) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't



be doubt to change your life with that book The Ghost Bride: A Novel (P.S.). You can more desirable than
now.
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