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Since the early twentieth century, scientific materialism has so undermined our
belief in the human capacity for transcendence that many people find it difficult
to believe in God and the human soul. The materialist perspective has not only
cast its spell on the natural sciences, psychology, philosophy, and literature, it has
also enthralled popular culture, which offers very little to encourage the "soul's
upward yearning".

There are many signs of the widespread loss of confidence in our ability to soar
upward, and these have been noted by thinkers as diverse as Carl Jung
(psychiatrist), Mircea Eliade (historian of religion), Gabriel Marcel
(philosopher), and authors C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. Their observations
were validated by a 2004 study published in the American Journal of Psychiatry
that linked the absence of religion with a marked increase in suicide,
meaninglessness, substance abuse, separation from family members, and other
psychological problems.

Thus, the loss of transcendence is negatively affecting an entire society. It is
stealing from countless individuals their sense of happiness, dignity, ideals,
virtues, and destiny.Ironically, the evidence for transcendence is greater today
than in any other period in history. The problem is, this evidence has not been
compiled and made widely available—a challenge Father Spitzer aspires to meet
with this book.

Father Spitzer's work provides a bright light in the midst of the darkness by
presenting traditional and contemporary evidence for God and a transphysical
soul from several major sources. It shows that we are transcendent beings with
souls capable of surviving bodily death; that we are self-reflective beings aware
of and able to strive toward perfect truth, love, goodness, and beauty; that we
have the dignity of being created in the very image of God. If we underestimate
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these truths, we undervalue one another, underlive our lives, and underachieve
our destiny.
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Since the early twentieth century, scientific materialism has so undermined our belief in the human capacity
for transcendence that many people find it difficult to believe in God and the human soul. The materialist
perspective has not only cast its spell on the natural sciences, psychology, philosophy, and literature, it has
also enthralled popular culture, which offers very little to encourage the "soul's upward yearning".

There are many signs of the widespread loss of confidence in our ability to soar upward, and these have been
noted by thinkers as diverse as Carl Jung (psychiatrist), Mircea Eliade (historian of religion), Gabriel Marcel
(philosopher), and authors C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. Their observations were validated by a 2004 study
published in the American Journal of Psychiatry that linked the absence of religion with a marked increase in
suicide, meaninglessness, substance abuse, separation from family members, and other psychological
problems.

Thus, the loss of transcendence is negatively affecting an entire society. It is stealing from countless
individuals their sense of happiness, dignity, ideals, virtues, and destiny.Ironically, the evidence for
transcendence is greater today than in any other period in history. The problem is, this evidence has not been
compiled and made widely available—a challenge Father Spitzer aspires to meet with this book.

Father Spitzer's work provides a bright light in the midst of the darkness by presenting traditional and
contemporary evidence for God and a transphysical soul from several major sources. It shows that we are
transcendent beings with souls capable of surviving bodily death; that we are self-reflective beings aware of
and able to strive toward perfect truth, love, goodness, and beauty; that we have the dignity of being created
in the very image of God. If we underestimate these truths, we undervalue one another, underlive our lives,
and underachieve our destiny.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Father Spitzer displays a broad range of arguments in favor of the reality and the compelling importance of
the transcendent dimension of our existence on the basis of religious literature, our interior awareness of
transcendent reality, the cosmic struggle between good and evil, metaphysics, our natural desire to
experience perfect goodness, love and beauty, the evidence of near-death experiences, and contemporary
science, especially astrophysics." --Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York

"Spitzer's brilliant use of physics, cosmology, psychology, neuroscience, NDE studies, and contemporary
philosophy reveals how all disciplines and shared human experiences converge on the truth of our spiritual
nature. A grand synthesis from the pen of a master." --Michael Augros, Ph.D., Author, Who Designed the
Designer?

"An intellectual triumph. Those who think faith is a matter of emotion and self-delusion could not
intelligently defend that position if they read this book with an open mind and comprehended its arguments.
Magnificent." --Dean Koontz, #1 New York Times Best-Selling Author

About the Author

Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D., is the former president of Gonzaga University. He is the founder and President
of the Magis Center, committed to the revitalization of transcendence and virtue through the close
connection between science, reason, and faith. He is also the President of the Spitzer Center of Ethical
Leadership. He is the author of seven books including Finding True Happiness, New Proofs for the Existence
of God from Physics and Philosophy, Healing the Culture, Ten Universal Principles,and Five Pillars of the
Spiritual Life.    

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our
Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness,
Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2). You can add information and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.



Janice Oconnell:

Here thing why this kind of The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from
Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience
and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The Soul's Upward
Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and
Transcendence-Book 2). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent
Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) in e-book can be
your choice.

Brooke Fisher:

This book untitled The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and
Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Lise Callicoat:

You will get this The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and
Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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