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When William Malm published his wide-ranging study of traditional Japanese
music in 1959, it was the first time in the twentieth century that such a work had
been brought out in a Western language.

Malm's book has still not been replaced as the single most interesting and
authoritative text on the subject. But until now it was never revised or updated,
nor were its illustrations ever changed. With the present publication, however, an
extensively improved edition that includes a CD of sample music has been made
available.

Professor Malm's aim has always been to attract the layman reader as well as the
musicologist, which has given this book its strength and durability. The writing is
clear, lively, and informed, the scope of his study being broadened by frequent
comparisons with other traditions, East and West. Accompanying it all is a
generous number of drawings and photographs of the players and their various
instruments.

The book opens with a brisk and eloquent history of Japan's musical life, then
moves on to its religious music, Shinto, Buddhist, and Christian; its court music;
the music of the noh drama; and the music of specific instruments: biwa,
shakuhachi, koto, and shamisen. After examining the components of kabuki
music, it closes with a chapter on folk music, popular musical arts, and the music
of other ethnic groups in Japan. For the more technically inclined, there is a
detailed appendix on notation systems. Lastly, to put all this in a practical
context, a CD is provided, giving nineteen examples of these different genres.

Whether your interest is in a particular form of Japanese music-the marvelous
sonority of the bamboo flute, the sharp but wistful sound of the shamisen-or just
in music in general, Malm's book will more than satisfy your curiosity.
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When William Malm published his wide-ranging study of traditional Japanese music in 1959, it was the first
time in the twentieth century that such a work had been brought out in a Western language.

Malm's book has still not been replaced as the single most interesting and authoritative text on the subject.
But until now it was never revised or updated, nor were its illustrations ever changed. With the present
publication, however, an extensively improved edition that includes a CD of sample music has been made
available.

Professor Malm's aim has always been to attract the layman reader as well as the musicologist, which has
given this book its strength and durability. The writing is clear, lively, and informed, the scope of his study
being broadened by frequent comparisons with other traditions, East and West. Accompanying it all is a
generous number of drawings and photographs of the players and their various instruments.

The book opens with a brisk and eloquent history of Japan's musical life, then moves on to its religious
music, Shinto, Buddhist, and Christian; its court music; the music of the noh drama; and the music of
specific instruments: biwa, shakuhachi, koto, and shamisen. After examining the components of kabuki
music, it closes with a chapter on folk music, popular musical arts, and the music of other ethnic groups in
Japan. For the more technically inclined, there is a detailed appendix on notation systems. Lastly, to put all
this in a practical context, a CD is provided, giving nineteen examples of these different genres.

Whether your interest is in a particular form of Japanese music-the marvelous sonority of the bamboo flute,
the sharp but wistful sound of the shamisen-or just in music in general, Malm's book will more than satisfy
your curiosity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... the new, revised and updated edition of the book that has become the standard text..." -- Donald Richie,
The Japan Times

"A splendid and epoch-making book." -- Notes (referring to the original edition)

"Malm's achievement is spectacular... The Western reader is offered a great wealth of information, both
general and specific." -- New York Times Book Review (referring to the original edition)

"Malm's scholarship is impeccable..." -- Choice (referring to the original edition)

"This book is as intelligent as it is beautiful... both informative and entertaining." -- Mainichi Daily News
(referring to the original edition)

About the Author

WILLIAM P. MALM, born in Illinois in 1928, received his BM (1949) and MM (1950) in composition from
Northwestern University and his Ph.D. in ethnomusicology from the University of California at Los Angeles
(1959). He developed an ethnomusicology program at the University of Michigan (1960-94) which included
an ensemble of nagauta and edobayashi. As director of the Stearns Collection of Musical Instruments (1980-
94) he expanded its use in education and research.

Among his publications are Nagauta: The Heart of Kabuki Music (1963); Music Cultures of the Pacific, the
Near East, and Asia (1966); Six Hidden Views of Japanese Music (1986); and-a joint effort-Theater as Music
(1990), in which one act of a bunraku puppet play is examined.

As a teacher at Michigan he received the Henry Russel, Alumni Merit, and Legislature awards, and in 1993
he was given the Koizumi Fumio Prize in Ethnomusicology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Traditional Japanese
Music and Musical Instruments is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.



Andre Rosier:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Traditional Japanese Music and Musical Instruments.

Mark Miller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Traditional Japanese Music and Musical
Instruments, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Russell Thomas:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be Traditional Japanese Music and Musical Instruments. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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