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The true story behind an act of terrorism that turned an average Monday morning
into a national disaster. In spite of the perpetrators' intentions, the Tokyo gas
attack left only twelve people dead, but thousands were injured and many
suffered serious after-effects. The novelist Haruki Murakami interviews the
victims to try and establish precisely what happened on the subway that day. He
also interviews members and ex-members of the doomsday cult responsible, in
the hope that they might be able to explain the reason for the attack and how it
was that their guru instilled such devotion in his followers.
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The true story behind an act of terrorism that turned an average Monday morning into a national disaster. In
spite of the perpetrators' intentions, the Tokyo gas attack left only twelve people dead, but thousands were
injured and many suffered serious after-effects. The novelist Haruki Murakami interviews the victims to try
and establish precisely what happened on the subway that day. He also interviews members and ex-members
of the doomsday cult responsible, in the hope that they might be able to explain the reason for the attack and
how it was that their guru instilled such devotion in his followers.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
On March 20, 1995, followers of the religious cult Aum Shinrikyo unleashed lethal sarin gas into cars of the
Tokyo subway system. Many died, many more were injured. This is acclaimed Japanese novelist Murakami's
(The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle, etc.) nonfiction account of this episode. It is riveting. What he mostly does
here, however, is listen to and record, in separate sections, the words of both victims, people who "just
happened to be gassed on the way to work," and attackers. The victims are ordinary people bankers,
businessmen, office workers, subway workers who reflect upon what happened to them, how they reacted at
the time and how they have lived since. Some continue to suffer great physical disabilities, nearly all still
suffer great psychic trauma. There is a Rashomon-like quality to some of the tales, as victims recount the
same episodes in slightly different variations. Cumulatively, their tales fascinate, as small details weave
together to create a complex narrative. The attackers are of less interest, for what they say is often similar,
and most remain, or at least do not regret having been, members of Aum. As with the work of Studs Terkel,
which Murakami acknowledges is a model for this present work, the author's voice, outside of a few
prefatory comments, is seldom heard. He offers no grand explanation, no existential answer to what
happened, and the book is better for it. This is, then, a compelling tale of how capriciously and easily tragedy
can destroy the ordinary, and how we try to make sense of it all. (May 1)Forecast: Publication coincides with
the release of a new novel by Murakami (Sputnik Sweetheart, Forecasts, Mar. 19), and several national
magazines, including Newsweek and GQ, will be featuring this fine writer. This attention should help
Murakami's growing literary reputation.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The deadly Tokyo subway poison gas attack, perpetrated by members of the Aum Shinrikyo cult on March
20, 1995, was the fulfillment of every urban straphanger's nightmare. Through interviews with several dozen
survivors and former members of Aum, novelist Murakami (The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle) presents an
utterly compelling work of reportage that lays bare the soul of contemporary Japan in all its contradictions.
The sarin attack exposed Tokyo authorities' total lack of preparation to cope with such fiendish urban
terrorism. More interesting, however, is the variety of reactions among the survivors, a cross-section of
Japanese citizens. Their individual voices remind us of the great diversity within what is too often viewed
from afar as a homogeneous society. What binds most of them is their curious lack of anger at Aum.
Chilling, too, is the realization that so many Aum members were intelligent, well-educated persons who tried
to fill voids in their lives by following Shoko Asahara, a mad guru who promised salvation through total
subordination to his will. For all public and academic libraries. Steven I. Levine, Univ. of Montana, Missoula
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
After living abroad for eight years, novelist Murakami returned to Japan intent on gaining a deeper
understanding of his homeland, a mission that took on an unexpected urgency in the aftermath of the Tokyo
poison-gas attack in March 1995. Inspired by a letter to the editor from a woman whose husband survived
the subway attack but suffered terrible aftereffects, Murakami set out to interview as many survivors as he
could find who were capable of overcoming the Japanese reluctance to complain or criticize. With great
sensitivity, insight, and respect, Murakami coaxed a remarkable group of people into describing their

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


harrowing experiences aboard the five morning rush-hour trains on which members of the Aum Shinrikyo
cult released deadly sarin gas. Unlike a journalist, Murakami doesn't force these searing narratives into tidy
equations of cause and effect, good and evil, but rather allows contradictions and ambiguity to stand, thus
presenting unadorned the shocking truth of the diabolical and brutal manner in which ordinary lives were
derailed or destroyed. The most haunting aspect of these accounts is the eerie passivity of the passengers
both during and after the assault, a phenomena echoed in Murakami's courageous interviews with Aum
members, frank conversations that reveal the depth of these individuals' spiritual longings and the horror of
their betrayal at the hands of their corrupt and insane leader. Shaped by his fascination with alternative
worlds and humanity's capacity for both compassion and abomination, Murakami's masterful and empathic
chronicle vividly articulates the lessons that should be learned from this tragic foray into chaos. Donna
Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Here thing why this specific Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche in e-book can be your alternate.

Hallie Cathey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack
& the Japanese Psyche is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jennifer Handler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book.



You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Melvin Bragg:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Underground: The Tokyo Gas Attack & the Japanese Psyche when you essential it?
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