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This new edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic
civilizations around the world has been substantially revised to incorporate the
new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five years. Ira Lapidus' history
explores the beginnings and transformations of Islamic civilizations in the
Middle East and details Islam's worldwide diffusion. The history is divided into
four parts. Part I is a comprehensive account of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the
beginnings of Islam; the early Islamic empires; and Islamic religious, artistic,
legal and intellectual cultures. Part II deals with the construction in the Middle
East of Islamic religious communities and states to the fifteenth century. Part III
includes the history to the nineteenth century of Islamic North Africa and Spain;
the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic societies in Asia
and Africa. Part IV accounts for the impact of European commercial and imperial
domination on Islamic societies and traces the development of the modern
national state system and the simultaneous Islamic revival from the early
nineteenth century to the present.
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This new edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic civilizations around the world has
been substantially revised to incorporate the new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five years. Ira
Lapidus' history explores the beginnings and transformations of Islamic civilizations in the Middle East and
details Islam's worldwide diffusion. The history is divided into four parts. Part I is a comprehensive account
of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the beginnings of Islam; the early Islamic empires; and Islamic religious,
artistic, legal and intellectual cultures. Part II deals with the construction in the Middle East of Islamic
religious communities and states to the fifteenth century. Part III includes the history to the nineteenth
century of Islamic North Africa and Spain; the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic
societies in Asia and Africa. Part IV accounts for the impact of European commercial and imperial
domination on Islamic societies and traces the development of the modern national state system and the
simultaneous Islamic revival from the early nineteenth century to the present.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review of previous edition:
"This book is a major undertaking and deserves to be saluted as an outstanding achievement. Professor
Lapidus' A History of Islamic Societies belongs to a rare breed of works."
World Quarterly

Review of previous edition:
"I do not think that any other world civilization can boast a comparable general account of such substance
and quality. ... This is a great deal more than a textbook. It is a product of learning, intellect and style of an
extremely high order."
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

Review of previous edition:
"The value of A History of Islamic Societies lies in its sheer comprehensiveness. In one volume a vast
amount of material is synthesized and presented in a clear and effective style. There is nothing else like it."
The Journal of Asian Studies

Review of previous edition:
"Lapidus is concerned not with defining an essential Islam, but rather with mapping the role of Islamic
beliefs, institutions and identities in particular historical contexts."
International Journal of Middle East Studies

Review of previous edition:
"Ira Lapidus' A History of Islamic Societies has served students for twenty-five years as an accessible but
thorough introduction to the full sweep of Islamic history. The book provides a powerful comparative
framework for appreciating both diversity and continuity in Islamic historical experience."
Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations

Review of previous edition:
"By this singular work Lapidus, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of California, Berkeley, has
... placed himself in the recording of Islamic history on a pedestal equivalent to Gibbon's for that of Rome."
The Book Review Literary Trust, New Delhi

About the Author
Ira M. Lapidus is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of California, Berkeley. Throughout his
long and illustrious career he has published extensively. His abiding interest has been the relationships
among families, tribes, religious communities, cities and states. This is exemplified in his current work and
previous publications, including Muslim Cities in the Later Middle Ages (1967, 1984), Middle Eastern Cities
(edited, 1969), Contemporary Islamic Movements in Historical Perspective (1983), Islam, Politics and Social
Movements, co-edited with Edmund Burke (1988), A History of Islamic Societies (1988, 2002), and Islamic
Societies to the Nineteenth Century: A Global History (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mark Bottoms:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A History of Islamic Societies publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt A History of Islamic Societies as good book
not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Adrienne Helms:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is A History of Islamic Societies this reserve consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Armando Morris:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Islamic Societies can
be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Lorene Williamson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book A History of Islamic Societies was filled with regards to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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