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Proposing that Arnold Schoenberg has been more discussed than heard, more
tolerated than loved, Allen Shawn puts aside ultimate judgments about
Schoenberg's place in music history to explore the composer's fascinating world
in a series of linked essays--"soundings'--that are both searching and
wonderfully suggestive. Approaching Schoenberg primarily from the listener's
point of view, Shawn plunges into the details of some of Schoenberg's works
while at the same time providing a broad overview of hisinvolvementsin music,
painting, and the history through which he lived.
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Proposing that Arnold Schoenberg has been more discussed than heard, more tolerated than loved, Allen
Shawn puts aside ultimate judgments about Schoenberg's place in music history to explore the composer's
fascinating world in a series of linked essays--"soundings'--that are both searching and wonderfully
suggestive. Approaching Schoenberg primarily from the listener's point of view, Shawn plunges into the
details of some of Schoenberg's works while at the same time providing a broad overview of his
involvements in music, painting, and the history through which he lived.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thereis not much that is reader friendly written about the great serialist composer just as many music lovers
would argue that most of hismusic is not listener friendly. Composer Shawn hasfilled areal gap with this
short, gracefully written introduction to the man and his music (what he disarmingly and correctly describes
as "amere handshake with its subject™). In alternating chapters that fill in the highlights of the life and
encapsulate the composer's major works, Shawn helps readers listen anew to music that can be forbidding to
an untutored ear; heis particularly eloquent on Pierrot Lunaire, Erwartung and Book of the Hanging
Gardens, and, with his enthusiasm and judicious use of music examples, gives the composer as sympathetic a
hearing as he has received in print. He also makes clear that Schoenberg was a difficult, if often admirable,
man, who was deeply suspicious of others (often with reason), rigid in his beliefs, largely humorless, while at
the same time principled, deeply honest and capable of great effortsin a noble cause: after he fled the Nazis
to American refuge, he wastireless in his embrace of Jewish relief efforts. Shawn also examines
Schoenberg's peculiar nonrelationship with Stravinsky the two great leaders of modern music virtually
ignored each other for 40 years and notes the irony of the Russian's eventual conversion to the serialist
persuasion. An intriguing final chapter, "Afterlife," analyzes Schoenberg's influence on his contemporaries
and successors, and the course of 20th-century music. (Jan.)Forecast: Listeners of Schoenberg will welcome
this valuable addition to scholarship on a still surprisingly neglected figure.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Much has been written about Arnold Schoenberg, one of the most important composers of the past century,
but there is nothing quite like this remarkable little book. Pianist and composer Shawn has written a series of
linked essays that effectively demystify and humanize Schoenberg, generally considered to be one of the
most challenging of all modern composers. Shawn'sironic goal, stated at the conclusion of hisintroduction,
isto give Schoenberg's work "a more superficial treatment than it has hitherto received.” As Schoenberg's
music has been analyzed far more than it has been listened to, Shawn presents, by contrast, a personal,
nonanalytical, nonscholarly, but still learned appreciation of the man and his music. He discusses each of
Schoenberg's works in chronological order, always within the larger context of his life and times. We learn
of Schoenberg's numerological superstitions, embrace of Judaism and Jewish causes, complex relationship
with Stravinsky, and often quaint domestic pursuits, such as carving his children's sandwiches into the
shapes of musical instruments. Intended for the lay reader, the book is written in engagingly direct prose, and
the few musical examples presented are not overlaid with obfuscating technical analyses. Recommended for
al collections. Larry Lipkis, Moravian. Coll., Bethlehem, PA

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The compositions of Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951) are a bridge between Romantic music and difficult,
dissonant "modern” concert music. The early Gurre-Lieder and Verklarte Nacht owed much to Brahms and
Wagner in their use of complex harmonies, but around 1910 he began using intoned speaking--sprechstimme
--in songs, and in Erwartung and Pierrot Lunaire he jettisoned key signatures. Not satisfied with the lack of
structure in nontonal music, Schoenberg began using a defined sequence or row of the 12 semitonesin an
octave thematically. By starting the row on each of the twelve semitones and strictly following the intervals
defining the original row along with the inverted, reverse, and reverse-inverted forms, he could construct 48
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variationsin his music. Detractors dismiss such music as being purely logical and lacking in emotion, but
Shawn says that listening leads to appreciation. Employing many musical examples, Shawn demonstrates
how Schoenberg's music changed, and he relates Schoenberg's life journey in an easily read style that
illuminates the man in his music and the music in the man. Alan Hirsch

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jay Burke:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Arnold Schoenberg's Journey.

Robert Carroll:

The book Arnold Schoenberg's Journey can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like abook Arnold Schoenberg's
Journey? A number of you have adifferent opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or datathat you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Arnold
Schoenberg's Journey has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

LisaLee

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Arnold Schoenberg's Journey as the
daily resource information.

Paul Horn:

Arnold Schoenberg's Journey can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Arnold Schoenberg's Journey but doesn't forget



the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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